


2

According to the NREL data, 263.8 gigawatts of wind power could be located in shallow offshore waters, while
another 1,729.3 gigawatts of wind power could be located in deeper waters, where it is not currently feasible to harness
the wind energy.

The Department of the Interior is currently holding a round of public meetings to examine the best way to develop the
country’s offshore energy resources, including oil and natural gas.

Meanwhile, a new contender has entered the race to develop the first offshore wind power facility in the United
States. Delsea Energy is planning to install 100 wind turbines or more in the shallow waters of the upper Delaware
Bay, off the coast of New Jersey.

The company announced March 23 that it has filed initial permit applications with the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to install four data collection and monitoring stations
in the Delaware Bay. If the results of that data collection project are positive, the company proposes to build a wind
facility between one and two miles offshore. The company estimates that the wind project could generate enough
power to supply 125,000 New Jersey households.

Meanwhile, a new contender has entered the race to develop the first offshore wind power facility in the United
States. Delsea Energy is planning to install 100 wind turbines or more in the shallow waters of the upper Delaware
Bay, off the coast of New Jersey.

The company announced March 23 that it has filed initial permit applications with the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to install four data collection and monitoring stations
in the Delaware Bay. If the results of that data collection project are positive, the company proposes to build a wind
facility between one and two miles offshore. The company estimates that the wind project could generate enough
power to supply 125,000 New Jersey households.

_______________________________________

History of ENERGY STAR
ENERGY STAR is a joint program of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy
helping us all save money and protect the environment through energy efficient products and practices.
In 1992 the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) introduced ENERGY STAR as a voluntary labeling program
designed to identify and promote energy-efficient products to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Computers and
monitors were the first labeled products. Through 1995, EPA expanded the label to additional office equipment
products and residential heating and cooling equipment. In 1996, EPA partnered with the US Department of Energy for
particular product categories. The ENERGY STAR label is now on major appliances, office equipment, lighting, home
electronics, and more. EPA has also extended the label to cover new homes and commercial and industrial buildings.

Through its partnerships with more than 15,000 private and public sector organizations, ENERGY STAR delivers the
technical information and tools that organizations and consumers need to choose energy-efficient solutions and best
management practices. ENERGY STAR has successfully delivered energy and cost savings across the country, saving
businesses, organizations, and consumers about $19 billion in 2008 alone. Over the past decade, ENERGY STAR has
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been a driving force behind the more widespread use of such technological innovations as efficient fluorescent lighting,
power management systems for office equipment, and low standby energy use.

Energy prices have become a hot news topic and a major concern for consumers. ENERGY STAR provides solutions.
ENERGY STAR provides a trustworthy label on over 60 product categories (and thousands of models) for the home
and office. These products deliver the same or better performance as comparable models while using less energy and
saving money. ENERGY STAR also provides easy-to-use home and building assessment tools so that homeowners and
building managers can start down the path to greater efficiency and cost savings.

_______________________________________

Finally Some Justice!

Back in 2003 an E&O insurance provider for home inspectors named “Nations Hazard Insurance Company” based out
of West Dundee, Illinois. was promoting dependable, reliable and inexpensive E&O insurance for home inspectors.
The agency owner was Michael Napadow. They had a web site, sent out e-mails and provided printed promotional
material and applications to home inspectors. They also had advertisements in national appraiser/home inspector
magazines. You could pay in full or pay per inspection (for newbees) as you go.

As my insurance was coming due, I did my homework, contacted the insurance department for the state of Illinois and
found no negative feedback so I purchased this insurance. Six months later I received an e-mail and a phone call from
an administrator in government from the state of Washington. He informed me that this guy was a fraud and this
insurance was a scam. The state of Washington had issued a cease & desists order a few months earlier. I then
contacted the state of Illinois insurance department again and found that Nations Hazard was under investigation,
however, they were only taking complaints from Illinois inspectors. All out of state home inspectors had to fend for
themselves.

I contacted the Connecticut Department of Insurance and the CT Attorney General’s office. The CT insurance
department told me that Nations Hazard did not have a license to sell insurance in CT and told me to contact the
Attorney General’s office. From my contact with the CT AG’s office, I was told to contact the CT insurance
department. You know where this went; that vicious circle to nowhere. Lesson learned: make sure any insurance
company you use is licensed in your specific state.

I receiving a phone call a month later from an investigator at The Hartford insurance company, I was told that Michael
Napadow fled the US, put up another web site from the Caribbean, had used the Hartford’s logo (the Stag) in some
advertising and on a web site and that The Hartford was now pursuing him. He also put me in touch with the US Postal
System criminal investigation division in Illinois, who finally caught up and arrested him (4 years later), held without
bail and brought charges which lead to his conviction in 2008. After 6 or 7 delays and postponements last year he was
finally sentenced. Below is his sentence.

April 07, 2009

RE: United States v. Defendant(s) Michael F. Napadow
Case Number 2004R01062 and Court Docket Number 08-CR-00328

Dear Bernie Caliendo:

The United States Department of Justice believes it is important to keep victims of
federal crime informed of court proceedings. This notice provides information about the
above-referenced criminal case.

Defendant Michael F. Napadow was sentenced by the Court. Court ordered the defendant to
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the following:

Incarceration of 5 year(s) Followed by Supervised Release of 3 year(s)
Fine of $0.00. A copy of the Judgment Order has been uploaded to the VNS website and will be available for viewing
within in 24 hours of the date of this notice.

Sincerely,
FELICE D. WEILER
LECC/Victim Witness Coordinator

But there’s more:
April 9, 2009
Re: United States v Michael F Napadow
Case # 2004R01062

Dear Bernie Caliendo,
An Appeal has been filed in the case involving defendant Michael Napadow. The process may take some

more time before a final decision is reached. An appeal is a legal proceeding by which a case is brought before a higher
court for review of the decision made by the lower court. You will be notified of the outcome.

April 23, 2009Re: United States v Michael F Napadow
Case Number 2004R01062

Dear Bernie Caliendo
The appeal in the case of defendant Kichael F Napadow was decided on April 21, 2009. The appeal was

affirmed. The Appeal filed by the defendant dismissed. This means the original conviction and sentence will remain the
same.
IT IS ORDERED that this case is DIMISSED, pursuant to Federal Rule of Appellate Procedure 42(b)

Although no fine was imposed in the sentencing, there was an amount of around $300,000.00 he was required to pay
for restitution. We will find out if I will be reimbursed the $2401.00 I paid to this crook.

_______________________________________

RRNC
There is a mounting misconception regarding “Radon Resistant New Construction” homes being built today. Home
buyers are unaware that these homes do not have a radon resistant passive or active system installed. The term Radon
Resistant New Construction also known as Radon Ready New Construction is referring to the preliminary passive
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installation & preparation of mitigation equipment that may need to be upgraded should radon testing in the future
testing determines the radon in air levels are at or exceed 4.0 pCi/L while following the EPA protocols.

A passive system
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1. A gas Permeable Layer

a. Usually a 4-inch layer of clean, course gravel is used beneath the slab to allow the soil gas to move
freely underneath the house. Other options are to install a loop of perforated pipe or soil gas collection
mat (also known as drainage mat or soil gas matting).

2. Plastic Sheeting

a. Polyethylene sheeting is placed on top of the gas permeable layer to help prevent the soil gas from
entering the home. The sheeting also keeps concrete from clogging the gas permeable layer when the
slab is poured.

3. Vent Pipe

a. 3- or 4-inch (recommend) PVC or other gas-tight pipe (commonly used for plumbing) runs from the gas
permeable layer through the house and roof to safely vent radon and other soil gases above the house.

b. Although some builders have used 3-inch pipe, field results have indicated that passive systems tend to
function better with 4-inch pipe.

4. Junction Box

a. An electrical junction box is wired in case an electric venting fan is needed later to activate the system.

5. Sealing & Caulking

a. All openings in the concrete foundation floor are sealed to prevent soil gas from entering the home.
Also, sealing and caulking the rest of the building envelope reduces stack effect in the home.

b. This type of passive system is probably the best approach to building a radon resistant new construction
home. When radon tests show high levels of radon gas are still entering the home, the cost to change this
type of system is minimal.

c. These passive installations are a very minimal cost to the builder and add value to the home sale.

d. Converting a passive system to an active system only requires installing the continuous running fan and
the electrical connection.
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*Other options described as RRNC employ items # 1 & 2 with a pipe extending through the basement slab.

Some of these installations may also include a PVC pipe at the bottom of the first floor subflooring extending
through the framing of the interior and terminating in the attic. No connection from the slab pipe to the above
pipe in the framing, no electrical box in the attic, no fan installed and no cutout through the roof with the
discharge piping and flashing.

When you are inspecting a new home report what you see. Is it:
A.Radon resistant new construction with a full passive system installed including #s 1,2,3,4,5 above
B. Radon resistant new construction with a fully operational active system installed #s 1,2,3,4,5, along with

electrical connections and installed running fan

-or-

C.*Claims to be RRNC with preliminary installation but no operational system in place (connections &

components missing

Don’t get caught off guard. The builder or agent may say it’s radon resistant new construction, but let your client know
If it does not include either A or B as noted above, it is not resisting anything!
Some of this information may be found on the EPA’s web site www.epa.gov

_______________________________________

The following article shows you how components and systems are install.
Installation “know how” will always help you evaluate performance,
identify defects and improper installation. Proper installation techniques
lets your clients know they hired a knowledgeable, competent inspector!
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Improve Attic Ventilation
Improve attic ventilation to prevent ice dams and more.

Introduction A Well-Ventilated Attic Offers Four Benefits:

1. It prevents mildew growth and rot on your roof’s framing and sheathing by reducing moisture buildup.
2. It helps prevent ice dams in winter by keeping your roof colder.
3. It extends the life of your shingles by keeping the roof cooler in hot weather. (The manufacturer’s shingle warranty

requires ventilation.)
4. It reduces cooling costs in the warm season. The savings will be slight if you have a well-insulated attic space; greater if

you have little insulation.
In this article, we’ll tell you when you need additional ventilation, how to install several types of passive roof vents and soffit
(eave) vents, and how to keep your ventilation system working. We won’t cover fan-powered ventilation, since this type is usually
not necessary.
As you will see, improving attic ventilation isn’t expensive, time-consuming or difficult, even for the novice. You only need basic
hand and power tools. However, when you climb up on your roof, be sure to follow safety precautions. If your roof is steep or you
don’t feel confident up there, hire a pro. (Look under “Roofing” in your Yellow Pages.)
Does Your House Need More Vents?
Before you go out and start poking holes in your roof and soffits, check to see if you have the type of problem that attic ventilation
can solve.
One common problem is caused by ice buildup along the edges of a roof. These ice dams form when warm attic air melts the snow
on the roof and the water refreezes along the colder edge of the roof. The ice traps water behind it, allowing the water to seep back
under the shingles and leak through the roof. Increased ventilation will make the entire roof cold and reduce or eliminate ice dams.
Five Common Causes of Poor Attic Venting
Problem 1
Insulation often clogs the space between the rafters, blocking air from traveling to and from the soffit area.
Solution: Install air chutes or clear them if they’re clogged (Photo 1).
Problem 2
Aluminum or vinyl soffits (eaves) installed over plywood soffits that don’t have venting holes.
Solution: Cut holes in plywood soffits as needed.
Problem 3
Gaps to the attic around plumbing pipes, ducting and electrical boxes. Many experts consider plugging these holes to be more
important than ventilation.
Solution: See Photo 2.
Problem 4
Rectangular roof vents installed on one side of the roof only. Rectangular roof vents work best when the wind blows over the top
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of them, rather than into them.
Solution: Install rectangular roof vents on both sides of the roof.
Problem 5
Kitchen and bath fans vented into the attic.
Solution: Vent these fans through the roof or soffit.
Another common problem is moisture buildup. After cold weather arrives, grab a flashlight and inspect your attic. Cover all your
skin to protect it from the itchy insulation, and wear a dust mask. If your attic doesn’t have a walkway, take two small (2 x 4 ft.)
sheets of 1/2-in. plywood to move around on.
Here are the signs to look for:

1. Frost on the underside of the roof or rafters. Warm, moist air trapped in the attic condenses and freezes on the wood.
2. Water-stained or blackened wood. A sign of mildew or rot. You can also spot this in the summer.
3. Heavily rusted nails. A sign that condensation is forming on metal surfaces.
4. Matted-down insulation. A sign of roof leaks from ice damming or other causes.

If you have either ice dams or moisture buildup, improve your attic ventilation. Begin by making sure your existing system works
(Photos 1 and 3), plugging major air leaks into the attic (Photo 2) and correcting any other of the “Five Common Causes of Poor
Attic Venting,” above. If those steps don’t solve the problem, add more vents, following the techniques we show in Photos 4–17.
For help figuring how much venting you need, see “Minimum Venting Requirements,” below.
Even if you aren’t having problems, bring your attic venting up to code when (1) you install new shingles and (2) you add attic
insulation.
Minimum Venting Requirements
Most building codes require 1 sq. ft. of venting (technically, “net free vent area,” or NFVA) for each 150 sq. ft. of attic. In some
circumstances you can have less, but we recommend the 1:150 ratio. So a house with a 1,500-sq.-ft. attic will need 10 sq. ft. of
venting, ideally about half placed high on the roof and half in the soffits. Look for the NFVA of each vent you buy stamped
somewhere on the metal. See pp. 62 and 63 for more details about vents.
Add Soffit Vents First
You can gain the most airflow with the least amount of trouble by installing soffit vents. The two most common are rectangular
vents (Photo 9) and continuous strip vents (Photo 7). Continuous strip vents allow perfectly even ventilation along the eaves
(Photos 7 and 8), but they’re difficult to retrofit in an existing soffit. (See “3 Specialty Vents,” below, for other solutions.)
Rectangular vents are the easiest to install (Photos 4–6). In our project, we replaced all our 4 x 16-in. vents (28 sq. in. of net free
vent area, or NFVA) with 8 x 16-in. vents (56 sq. in. NFVA) and added more. This increased our soffit ventilation almost five
times. An 8 x 16-in. vent costs less than $2 and takes less than 10 minutes to install.
How to Choose Roof Vents
We recommend two types of roof vents: heavy-gauge rectangular metal vents (Photo 13) and plastic shingle-over ridge vents with
baffles (Photo 16).
Ridge vents with baffles have several advantages: Their low profile and shingle cover make them blend into the roof, and they
distribute ventilation evenly along the ridge. You’re also less likely to damage the shingles when you install them.
Ridge vents cost about $10 per 4-ft. section and are available from roofing dealers and many home centers. Follow Photos 14–17
for installation tips.
Rectangular metal roof vents work best on hip or pyramid roofs that have a short ridge line. Look for galvanized steel vents. (They
cost $6 to $10 and are available at roofing supply stores and some home centers.) Follow Photos 9–13 for installation tips. Consult
a roofing supply store for special installation instructions if you have a metal, slate, cedar or tile roof.
3 Specialty Vents

FIG. A




