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News Release

New England Regional Office March 29, 2010Contact: David Deegang{7) 9181017
EPA Reminds Public: Avoid Contact with Contaminated Flood Water

Flood water can contain raw sewaqge, other harmful contaminants

(Boston, Massi. March 29, 2010) EPA cautions the public and emergency responders about the
potential hazardassociated with flood waters. Flood waters can contain unhealthy substances, inclu
raw sewage and other hazardous substances. Every effort should be made to limit contact with flog
due to potentially elevated levels of contaminants.

During havy rains, sanitary sewers may overflow into floodwaters. Avoid contact with floodwater d
potential contamination with raw sewage and other hazardous substances. Avoid swimming and bg
floodwaters and do not allow children or pets to wadeay i floodwaters.

EPA offers the following guidelines for th@# contact with flood water:
- Wash your hands before drinking and eating;
- Wash frequently using soapespecially disinfecting soap;
- Do not smoke;
- Limit direct contact with cataminated flood water;
- Pay attention to any cuts or open wounds and limit exposure to flood water;
- Pay attention to any unusual symptoms and report them to health care professionals;
- Keep vaccinations current.

The public and emergency responsespnnel should follow guidelines from federal, state and local he
and safety professionals. Early symptoms from exposure to contaminated flood water may include 1
stomach, intestinal problems, headache and othdéikéudiscomfort. Anyone expemeing these and any
other problems should immediately seek medical attention.

General precautions to reduce contact with contaminated flood include routine washing with soap, 4
eating or drinking while in contact with flood water. These precautianssignificantly help reduce
potential exposure and illness. Anyone with oparunds or preexisting conditions should seek immedis
consultation to prevent possible iliness.
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Notify response officials immediately if you are aware ofgills or other potential contamination of flood
waters by cemicals- call 1-800-424-8802.

EPA has compiled other useful information on the web to assist individuals and municipalities address post
flooding clean up concerns. Issues include mold, sepsitems, municipal water treatment plants, drinking
water and food.

More information:
-EPAG6s websi t éettpgmwwiepaqav/dewniani/tepics/water/floodintml
- Sanitation and Hygiene After a Flood (Information from the Centers for Disease Control:
(http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/floods/sanitation.asp)
The New England states affected by the flooding also have a great deal of
useful information for both residents and responders.

Connecticut
Connecticut Dept. of Emergency Management & Homeland Se¢ujity/www.ct.gov/demhs/

Maine

Maine Emergency Management Agenbitp://www.maine.gov/mema/
Maine information on wells inundated by flooding:
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/eng/water/TemplatestilIEmergency.htm

Massachusetts
Mass. Emergency Management Agertayp://bit.ly/d6rRCx
Governor Patr i ckbits/wkw.nassdioviSaf ety Ti ps

New Hampshire

Flood Hotline: 1800-458-2407N.H. Dept. of Environmental Servicéd-lood information:
http://des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/storméititen

N.H. info what to do after a flood:
http://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/emergservices/documents/AfteraFlood. pdf

Rhode Island
- R.l. Emergeng Management Agencyattp://www.riema.ri.gov/

Vermont
- Vermont Emergency Managemehttp://www.dps.state.vt.us/vem/
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Heat Pumps, Geothermal

ENERGY STAR qualified geothermal heat pumps use about 30% less energy than a standard heat pump.

A new ENERGY STAR specification for geothermal heat pumps went into effd@écember 1, 2009. The

new specification allows wateo-water GHPs to immediately be eligible to qualify for the label. On average,
ENERGY STAR qualified products covered under this new specification will be over 45 percent more energy
efficient than starard options.

Anticipating advances in technology in the coming years, EPA has set more stringent efficiency
requirements to ensure that ENERGY STAR continues to represent top performers in this category.

New requirements for watéo-air and direct geoekange GHP models will take effect on January 1, 2011.
Even more stringent levels will go into effect for watemwater and wateto-air models on January 1, 2012.

As of December 1, 2009 homeowners who install geothermal heat pumps with the ENERGY STAR are
eligible for a 30 percent federal tax credit. Learn more.

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfim?fuseaction=find a product.showProductGroup&pgw code=HP

New Category of Geothermal Heat Pumps Can Now Earn the Energy Star

WASHINGTON 6 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is announcing new requirements for residentia
geothermal heat pumps (GHPSs), enabling witevater geothermal heat pumps to earn thergy Star label

for the first ti me. EPAGs stringent specificatio
protect the environment and reduce energy costs, because GHPs that meet the new standards will be up to ¢
percent more efficient #n conventional pumps.

Geothermal heat pumps use ground temperature air instead of outside air to provide heating, cooling and oft
water heating. GHPs can be installed in new and existing homes. Because they use the constant temperatur
the earth, GH® are among the most efficient heating and cooling technologies currently available in the
marketplace.

EPA worked with industry stakeholders to revise the requirements in response to growing consumer demand
waterto-water geothermal heat pumpd/ater-to-water geothermal heat pumps provide heating and cooling
and/or water heating to a building using liquid rather than forced la& new requirements for watierwater
equipment complements existing efficiency and performance requirements fotamaiteand direct

geoexchange GHP models. Homeowners who install geothermal heat pumps with the Energy Star are eligibl
for a 30 percent federal tax credit.

More information on the heat pumps: http://www.energystar.gov/ghp

More information on the tax credit: http://www.energystar.gov/taxcredits



http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=find_a_product.showProductGroup&pgw_code=HP
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Release #1081 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) @392

CPSC Media Contact: (301) 5®DE
HC Media Qatact: (613) 9572983

Evenflo Recalls Topof-Stair Plus Wood Gates Due to Fall Hazard

WASHINGTON, D.C.- The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission and Health Canada, in cooperation
with the firm named below, today announced a voluntary recall of Hogving products. Consumers should
stop using recalled products immediately unless otherwise instructed.

Name of product: Evenflo Topof-St ai r E Pl us Wood Gates

Units: About 150,000 in the United States and 33,000 in Canada

Manufacturer: Evenflo Co. Inc. of Miamisburg, Ohio

Hazard: The slats on the gate can break or detach, posing a fall hazard to children.

Incidents/Injuries: Evenflo has received 142 reports of slats breaking and/or detaching from the gate. Three
children gained access to stairs. One of those children fell through the gate and down five steps; another fell
down one step. Injuries included four children whstained bumps and bruises to the head and seven children
who sustained minor injuries including scratches, scrapes and bruises.

Description: The recall involves Evenflo models 10502 and 10512-die$tair Plus Wood Gates made from

October 2007 through JuB009. The model humber can be found on the bottom rail. No other Evenflo model
numbers or gates are affected by this recall.
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SodattToys ARO Us, Burlington Baby Depot, Kmart and
retailers nationwide in the U.8nd Canada, and on the Web at Amazon.com and other online retailers from
October 2007 through March 2010 for about $40.

Manufactured in: Mexico

Remedy: Consumers should stop using the recalled gate and contact Evenflo to obtain a free newer model
10503 0 10513 Topof-St ai r E Pl us Wood repl acement gate.

Consumer Contact:For additional information, call Evenflo tefifee at (800) 23%921 between 8 a.m. and 5
p. m. ET Monday through Fr isaffetyyevenflo.comi si t the fir mo

Note: Health Canada's press release is availalil@@t/cpsrrspc.hesc.gc.ca/PHRP/recalretrait
eng.jsp?re_id=985

Model
Number

at the S P
maged.
product RIADE B RE000 MO

CPSC is still interested ieceiving incident or injury reports that are either directly related to this product recall
or involve a different hazard with the same product. Please tell us about it by visiting
https://www.cpsc.gv/cgibin/incident.aspx

NEWS from CPSC

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Firm's Recall Hotline: (800) 826854¢
March 25, 2010 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638772
Release #1082 CPSC Media Catact: (301) 504790¢


http://safety.evenflo.com/
http://cpsr-rspc.hc-sc.gc.ca/PR-RP/recall-retrait-eng.jsp?re_id=985
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Lennox Hearth Products Recalls VenfFree Gas Logs and Fireplaces Due to Gas Leak and Fire Hazards

WASHINGTON, D.C.- The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in cooperation with the firm named
below, today announced a voluntaegall of the following consumer product. Consumers should stop using
recalled products immediately unless otherwise instructed.

Name of product: Superior VFGL Venf~ree Gas Log Sets and VF Véfree Fireplaces

Units: About 5,700

Manufacturer: Lennox HearthProducts, of Nashville, Tenn.

Hazard: The front burners of vesitee gas log set fireplace inserts and the -iexd fireplaces can fail to ignite
allowing gas to escape and posing a fire or explosion hazard to consumers.

Incidents/Injuries: Lennox receied two reports from installers of the log sets failing to light. No injuries were
reported.

Description: The recalled products are Lennox Superior brand VFGL Log Sets and VF4000, VF5000 and
VF6000 fireplaces. Log sets are comprised of cerdiinér logs wth a dual gas burner system and are designed
to be placed in a woeblurning fireplace or a ventless firebox enclosure. Fireplaces are comprised of log sets, ¢
ventless firebox enclosure and accessories. Each product has a metal rating plate attachetdmftibe log
sets or to the frame of the fireplaces containin
The following models are affected by this recall:

Vent-Free Gas Log Set Models Vent-Free Gas Fireplace Models
VFGL183 MSN& 4 'VF40008 CHN® 2
VFGL183 MSP3 4 'VF40008 CHP® 2
VFGL245 MSN G 4 'VF40008 CMN 3 2
VFGL243 MSP3 4 'VF40008 CMP& 2
VFGL285 MSNG 4 'VF50008 CMN 3 2
VFGL285 MSP& 4 'VF500086 CMP3 2
VFGL185 VSNG& 4 'VF60008 CMN & 2
VFGL188 VSP3 4 'VF60008 CMP3 2
VFGL248 VSNG 4
VFGL248 VSP3 4
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VFGL288 VSNOJ 4

VFGL288 VSPO 4

Il ncluded in this recall are units with serial nu
with A6409. 0 Units t hatasseamblybetwesmpNarch 2008 @aral decentber 200Saee

also included.

Sold by: Various fireplace and HVAC retailers and installers from March 2008 through December 2009 for
approximately $540 to $775 for the log sets and $1,300 to $1,850 for the fireplaces.

Manufactured in: U.S.A.

Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled log sets and fireplaces and contact Lennox 1
information about how to arrange for a free inspection and repair.

Consumer Contact:For additional information, please coctdennox Hearth Products at (800) 82846

bet ween 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. CT Monday through Frid
http://www.lennoxhearthproducts.com

VFGL Log Set VF4000, VF5000 & VF6000 Fireplaces

37 "
- o NESS

Sample Log Set Rating Plate

(7]



Min. clearances 1o combustible malerials Manulaclured b
as viewed from front of unit: 1110 Talt A“nu\LLHP
lo'w side oomhtu'llbleowa'll "42 from Orange, Ca. 92865 - 4150
" " to Hoor.
"ﬂ:'ﬁur'" ogllm and
m refer 1o Owner’s Manual. Model: VFA000CHN — 2
FAB — 1100 Fan Assembly or‘llonal.

Less than 1 AMP., 120V, 60
Gas: NATURAL

Input Rating: max 25000 BTU/Hr
min 14000 BTU/Mr
Manilold Pressure; 5 we.
For Pur e ol input Adjustment
Removal of Ih'l'shd::‘usrlzdzc will void Min. g:;ply Pr:nure" 6" w.C.
compliance w 112 Max. Supply Pressure: 105" W.C.

Serial No. This appliance shall not be field converted.

6408F50026  This unit complies with
ANSI Z21.11.2a - 2003 Unvented
Healers

Sample Fireplace Rating Plate

CPSC is still interested in receiving incident or injury reports that are either directly related todiist pecall
or involve a different hazard with the same product. Please tell us about it by visiting
https://www.cpsc.gov/cgibin/incident.aspx

DEPARTMENT OF
.gOV ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

"% STATE OF CONNECTICUT

Residental Underground Home Heating Oil Tanks

Frequently Asked Questions

Do | have to remove or replace my residential heating oil underground storage tank by a specific
deadline?

There are no Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) regulations that regqueenbval of

underground residential heating oil storage tanks that are not leaking. Homeowners should contact their Tow
to determine if there are any local regulations or ordinances governing the removal and/or replacement of
underground residential @&y oil storage tanks. Homeowners should be aware that as their underground tank
ages, the likelihood that it will leak increas@sanks that are leaking need to be promptly removed.

What type of tank should I install if | remove my underground storagetank?


https://www.cpsc.gov/cgibin/incident.aspx
http://www.ct.gov/
http://www.ct.gov/dep/default.asp
http://www.ct.gov/dep/site/default.asp
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DEP does not recommend thanks be replaced with another underground tank. The main disadvantage of an
underground tank is that a leak may go undetected for some \fifitle.an above ground tank, the likelihood of
detecting a release before itchenes severe is much greater.

Does a contractor hired to remove or replace my residential underground heating oil storage tank have to
have any particular license or registration to do this type of work?

Yes. There are several requirements you should beeaov.

1. The removal or replacement of a residential underground heating oil storage tank system has been
included in the definition of a home improvement in Sectiod 29 of the Connecticut General Statutes
since October 1, 2004. Therefore, any contralctieed to remove a residential underground heating oil
storage tank system after that date must be registered with the Connecticut Department of Consumer
Protection (DCP) as a Home Improvement Contractor.

2. Effective October 1, 2004, any registered Homprismement Contractor performing residential
underground heating oil storage tank removals or replacements must comply with the requirements
of Section 20420 of the Connecticut General Statutes (CGS). The Statute is available at
www.cga.ct.gov/2009/pub/chap400.htm#Sed20.htm

Please note that requirements for Home Improvement Contractors conducting underground storage tank (US
removals were revised on June 9, 2009 under PAbti©9-122. This revision has eliminated the requirement
for a surety bond from Section-2@0(a) of the CGS.

Information on current requirements for home improvement contractors conducting underground storage tan}
(UST) removals can be found on thepartment of Consumer Protection website

3. In addition, the person who disconnects and reconnects the supply line from the oil storage tank to the
heating source (the oil burner) must holdag@propriate occupational trade license for such work. A
homeowner can verify an occupational contractor's license with the Occupational Unit, Trade Practices
Division of the Department of Consumer Protection (DCP) or from the D@EP site at:
www.ct.gov/dcp

When selecting a contractor to remove or replace a residential underground heating oil storage tank, a
homeowner should verify that the contractor is registered as a Home Improvement Contractor with the DCP.
The ontractor's registration number is required to be displayed in all advertising, including advertising on
vehicles. A homeowner can check the status of a contractor's registration with the DCP prior to entering into
contract for a tank removal or replacemh through the DCP's web site watvw.ct.gov/dcpor by calling the
Department of Consumer Protection é800-842-2649 or (860) 71-$110.

Do | have to investigate and clean up the resulting pollution on my property aon as | discover that my
residential underground heating oil tank or piping has leaked?


http://www.cga.ct.gov/2009/pub/chap400.htm#Sec20-420.htm
http://www.ct.gov/dcp/cwp/view.asp?a=1625&q=435304%20
http://www.ct.gov/dcp
http://www.ct.gov/dcp
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In general, an owner of residential property on which an underground home heating oil tank leaks has liability
for investigating and cleaning up any pollution téag from that leak.The DEP recommends that, when a

home heating oil leak is discovered, actions to eliminate the leak be taken immediately and actions to clean L
the resulting pollution (both on and off the residential property) be undertaken ielammanner to reduce or
eliminate such liability and prevent the spread of contamination. In particular, the DEP recommends that
remedial actions be promptly undertaken when private or public drinking water wells are in close proximity or
oil is being disbarged to a surface water body. In such a case, the release is requireghtwtee to the DEP

Do | have to report any leak from an underground storage tank on my propest?

The Emergency Response & Spill Prevenfiovision of DEP at (860) 428338 must be notified immediately

of a residential underground storage tank relef{sbe leaking oil affects your or any of your neighbors'

drinking water wells (you will be abk® detect it by odor), you should also notify the DEP Remediation Section
in the Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse at (8603 423.

Can | abandon my tank in place if it is not leaking and has never leaked?

Homeowners should first contact th€wwn to determine if there are any local regulations or ordinances
governing the removal, replacement or abandonment of underground residential heating oil storage tanks, ar
also if a permit is required from the Town for either removal of a tank or abaraht of a tank in place. Even

if local regulations allow ifplace abandonment of a tank system (tank and associated piping) which has never
leaked, DEP discourages homeowners from abandoning any residential underground heating oil storage tanl
systems irplace. If a tank is going to be pumped out and abandoned in place, the homeowner must also chec
with the local fire marshal and comply with the requirements of the NFPA (National Fire Protection
Association) Codes 30 and 31.

For more information contact

The Leaking Underground Storage Tank Program at (8603328,
The Remediation Section at (860) 42405, or

The Emergency Response & Spill Prevention Division at&503377

NEWS from CPSC

U.S. Consumer Product Safiy Commission

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 202(
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 868790¢
March 23, 2010 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638772
Release #1076 CPSC Media Contact: (301) 5090¢

Simpson DuraVent Recalls Fireplace Dampers Due to Carbon
Monoxide Poisoning Hazard

WASHINGTON, D.C.- The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in cooperation with the firm named
below, today announced a voluntary recall of the following consumer product. Cossimoeld stop using
recalled products immediately unless otherwise instructed.

Name of product: DuraTech Anchor Plate with Damper and DuraChimney Il Anchor Plate with Damper
Units: About 500
Manufacturer: Simpson Dura/ent Company Inc., of Vacaville, Calif

Hazard: When the consumer attempts to open/close the damper, it can become stuck in its current position. |
addition, some of the dampers were assembled backwards and are set to the closed position when the const
attempts to open the damper. Bothgdsk of carbon monoxide poisoning to the consumer.

Incidents/Injuries: None reported.

Description: This recall involves DuraTech Anchor Plates with Dampers and DuraChimney Il Anchor Plates
with Dampers. The products are intended for use as a stariendectchimneys in fireplace applications. The
dampers allow the chimney to be closed when the fireplace is not in use. Each damper is a short sheet metal
vent pipe fitted with a circular damper plate within the vent pipe, and attached to a squar@latehdhe

damper plate rotates around an axis rod to control the flow of air through the vent pipe. The damper plates h:
a weight attached to one side, and a chain attached to the other side. When installed in a fireplace applicatiol
the square anchgiate is generally not visible.

The DuraTech Anchor Plate with Damper was manufactured in five sizes, as follows:

Dura-Vent Product Description | Dura-Vent Product Number
10" diameter DuraTech Damper 99142
12" diameter DuraTech Damper 99242
14" diameter MraTech Damper 99342
16" diameter DuraTech Damper 99442
18" diameter DuraTech Damper 99542

The DuraChimney Il Anchor Plate with Damper was manufactured in four sizes, as follows:

Dura-Vent Product Description | Dura-Vent Product Number

11
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10" diameter Duralimney Damper 10DCA-APD
12" diameter DuraChimney Damper 12DCA-APD
14" diameter DuraChimney Dampet 14DCA-APD
16" diameter DuraChimney Damper 16DCA-APD

Sold by: DuraVent distributors to fireplace/chimney contractors and by installers to home builtiersaide
from January 2007 through May 2008 for between $100 to $150, depending on the model and size.

Manufactured in: United States

Remedy: Consumers should ensure that their damper is in the open position when the fireplace is in use.
Consumers or digbutors with defective fireplace dampers should contact Merat to schedule a free repair.
The remaining unrepaired recalled dampers were distributed in Washington and California. Consumers and
distributors whose dampers were previously inspected aadedmlo not need to schedule an additional
inspection.

Consumer Contact:For additional information, consumers can contact Simpson-einh at (866) 86908
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. PT Monday through Friday, or visit the firm's Web site at www.ducement

12



CPSC is still interested in receiving incident or injury reports that are either directly related to this product rec:
or involve a different hazard with the same product. Please tell us about it by visiting
https://www.cpsc.gov/cgibin/incident.aspx

News Release

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
New England Regional Office
March 23, 2010

Contact: David Deegan, (617) 91817

Contractors and Consumers: New Protections from Leasbased Paint
Take Effect April 22

Public Info Session held in Portland, Maine on Friday, March 26

(Boston, Massi. March 23, 2010) The federal deadline to make lead safety the standard of care for
renovations ad painting projects in pr&978 housing is April 22, 2010.

The new EPA rule, announced in 2008 and in development for years before that, sets in place more protectiv
work practices to |imit chil dr en6 arwprodgnavationiwarkin e x p
older houses and buildings. Anyone receiving compensation for renovating, repairing and painting work in
residences built before 1978 that disturbs painted surfaces is subject to the new Renovation, Repair and Pair
Rule (RRP) Also affected by the RRP are those performing similar work on facilities occupied by children less
than six years of age, such as schools anecdeg centers built prior to 1978.

EPA, along with federal and state partners, is holding a public infamsgssion on the new RRP rule on
Friday, March 26, 2010 in Portland, Maine, between 1:8@00 p.m. The session is free and open to the public.
However, space is limited so registration is required to ensure your spot. Registration can belider® on
person the day of the session. The meeting will be héldlatay Inn by the Bay(http://innbythebay.com/) 88
Spring Street, Portland, Maine 04101 (207) 72311, in the Cumberland and the Kebhec RoomsRegister
online (at www.epa.gov/regionl/topics/pollutants/lead.html .)

Beginning April 22, 2010, no paid job can disturb painted surfacesih93#@ homes®r child care facilities

unless (1) the firm is certified by the EPA or a state and (2) the renovator has completed training and is a
certified renovator. The requirements under the rule apply to maintenance, renovation or repair activities whe
six squae feet (about the size of a poster) or more of a painted surface is disturbed inside, or where 20 squar
feet or more of painted surface (about the size of a door) is disturbed on the exterior. Window replacement is
also covered by the rule. The only exteps are where paint is proven lead free or the job is smaller than six
square feet.

13
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Lead hazards created by renovation and painting projects cause one in three known lead poisoning cases in
Maine. Using safe work practices before, during, and aftdr woack prevents the spread of dangerous lead dust
and paint chips. These practices include posting a warning sign, spreading plastic to pick up debris, refraining
from sanders or other machines without a filter to prevent the spread of dust, thorouglpckeaeh checking

the work area. A day of training is enough to prepare a renovator, painter, property manager, plumber,
electrician, or handyman to use these practices, and federal law now requires it. Landlords who perform the
work described above aresalaffected by the rule and bound by the same requirements.

fBecause we have so much ol der housing stock her
based paint is one of the most important things we can do. Lead exposure is entirglfapkeyvand can cause
permanent, serious,lileong probl ems, 6 said Curt Spalding, rec¢
region.

Lead, a toxic metal that was used for many years in products such-fs$sabpaint, may cause a range of
health efécts from behavioral problems and learning disabilities, to seizures and death. Children six years old
and under are most at risk. In 1978 the sale and use ebésadl paint was banned for residential use.

Until the new rule takes effect, contractonesld follow these three simple procedures: contain the work area;
minimize dust; and cleanupdiroughly.

First time violators will be fined a minimum of $32,086 announced by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson on
April 1, 2010

More information:

Renovator & Trainers Leashfe Tool Box (www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/toolkits.htm)

Find a certified firm near youhttp://cfpub.epa.gov/flpp/searchrrp_firm.htm)

General info on leadwww.epa.gov/lead)

National Lead Information Center ai8D0-424-LEAD (1-800-424-5323)

Renovation, Repair and Painting rufeww.epa.gov/lead/pubs/renovation.htm)

Web siteof the month:

http://www.epa.goviead

14


http://www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/toolkits.htm
http://cfpub.epa.gov/flpp/searchrrp_firm.htm
http://www.epa.gov/lead
http://www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/renovation.htm

—

News Release

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
New England Regional Office
March 16, 2010

Fix a Leak Week Offers TexasSized Water Savings
Americans can save water and money

(Boston, Mas@& March 16, 2010) Across the country, household leaks are wasting more than 1gailloos

of water per yedr enough water to supply every home in Texas with its annual water needs. To help
consumers save water and money, EPA is working with water utilities, manufacturers, retailers, communities
and plumbers to promote its second antiirala Leak Week, March 15 to 21.

I f a family of fourdés wintertime water use excee
many cases, fixture replacement parts pay for themselves quickly and can be installédyioyickelfersa
truged professional plumber, or a WaterSense irrigation partner

WaterSense, a partnership program sponsored by EPA, seeks to protect the future of our nation's water supy
by offering people a simple way to use less water.

In addition, EPA is providingonsumers with ways to identify and repair dripping faucets, running toilets and
leaky showerheads. Here are a few wataring tips:

-Reduce faucet | eaks by checking washers and gask
a faucetlook for the WaterSense label.

- Silent toilet leaks can be found by placing a few drops of food coloring in the tank and checking the bowl for
color after a few minutes or before flushing. Replacing a worn rubber flapper is a quick fix, or look for the
WaterSense label if you need a new toilet.

- For a leaky garden hose, replace the nylon or rubber hose washer and ensure a tight connection. For a
landscape irrigation system, a WaterSense irrigation partner can check it in the spring to make ssre fixtur
were not damaged by frost or freezing.

In New England, EPA will be joining the City of Salem, Mass. as they launch a WaterSense Poster Contest ft
local school children and recognize the numerous water conservation initiatives the City has unaertaken t
commemoraté&ix a Leak Week.

More information on other Fix a Leak event#p://www.epa.qgov/watersense/fixaleak

More information on WaterSendattp://www.epa.gov/watersense
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 18, 2010

EPA Initiates Hydraulic Fracturing Study

Agency seeks input from Science Advisory Board

WASHINGTON 71 The U.S. Environmeal Protection Agency (EPA) announced that it will conduct a
comprehensive research study to investigate the potential adverse impact that hydraulic fracturing may have
water quality and public health. abergdytutura &and tiheapsocepsl a
known as hydraulic fracturing is one way of accessing that vital resoliheze are concerns that hydraulic
fracturing may impact ground water and surface water quality in ways that threaten human health and the
environmentTo address these concerns and strengthen our clean energy future and in response to language
inserted into the fiscal year 2010 Appropriations Act, EPA-gliecating $1.9 million for this comprehensive,
peerreviewed study for FY10 and requestingfundfj f or FY11l i n the president

AOur research wil/l be designed to answer questio
health and the environment, o0 said Dr. FoBRedearch and A n
Devel opment. AThe study wil |l -kdewedprmoatssovithesignificahtr o u g
stakehol der input. o

EPA is in the very early stages of designing a hydraulic fracturing research program. The agency is proposin
theprocess begin with (1) defining research questions and identifying data gaps; (2) conducting a robust proc
for stakeholder input and research prioritization; (3) with this input, developing a detailed study design that wi
undergo external peeeview,leading to (4) implementing the planned research studies.

To support this initial planning phase and guide the development of the study plan, the agency is seeking
suggestions and comments from the EPA Science Advisory Board §S&Bindependent, exteahfederal

advisory committee. The agency has requested that the Environmental Engineering Committee (EEC) of the
SAB evaluate and provide advice on EPAO6s propose
stakeholder input to guide the dgsiof the study.

Hydraulic fracturing is a process that drills vertical and horizontal cracks underground that help withdraw gas,
or oil, from coalbeds, shale and other geological formations. While each site is unique, in general, the proces
involves \ertical and horizontal drilling, taking water from the ground, injecting fracturing fluids and sands into
the formation, and withdrawing gas and separating and managing the leftover waters.

A federal register notice was issued March 18, announcing a S¥ng April 78.

More information on hydraulic fracturingitp://www.epa.gov/ogwdw000/uic/wells _hydrofrac.html

More information on the SAB and the supporting documértts://www.epa.gov/sab
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 11, 2010

EPA: Keep Pesticides and Household Chemicals out of
Childrends Reach

Agency asks the public to report all poisoning incidents

WASHINGTONi iChi | dr en Act Fast... So Do Poisonso is t
Agency is sending in conjunction with the Poison Prevention Week Council to keep poisonous substances c
of the hands of children. In observance of National Pd&senention Week (March 120), EPA recommends
that locking household cleaners, disinfectants, solvents and other materials is the best way to reduce accide

poisoning among children.

AProper and safe storage, u 8ctcan substastiallpreduce expasweas ino f
the home, 0 said Steve Owens, assistant admini st
Substances. ifPoi son Prevention Week serves as a

and to read and follow al/l | abel s to mini mi

EPA promotes poison prevention each year to increase public awareness of the potential danger to childre
from pesticides and other household products. In 2008, thexiéam Association of Poison Control Centers
reported that more than half of the 2 million poisoning incidents each year involve children younger than six

years old.eading causes of poisoning include cosmetics such as perfume and nail polish, deod@aap an
household cleaning products and medications.

Anyone who has been exposed to a pesticide or other toxic substance and may be experieli@ng non
threatening symptoms should cilé NationalPoisonCenterhotline aB20-222-1222 and shouldall 911 in
case of more serious exposures. In addition, EPA urges the public also to report all exposures to the produ
manufacturer (including the registration number found on the product label of all pesticide products registere
by EPA). Registered manufacers are required to report these incidents to EPA, and the agency uses the dat
to decide whether additional regulatory action is needed.

For more information on poison preventidtp://www.epa.gov/pesticides/health/poisonprevention.htm

DearCT RadonMeasurement Professionals:

Radon in water testing in CT public schools has been repe@heistatute was modified to read that a stechda

would be developed in CT once the EPA established an actionable level for public water systems per the Saf
Drinking Water Act.
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Please see the link to The Connecticut General Assembly website for Public 220 G&c. 4, 5 & 6 which
shows the changear{derlined in blue) in statutory language pertaining to radon.

PA 09220An Act Concerning Environmental Healtkttp://www.cga.ct.qgov/2009/ACT/PA/2009P20220
ROOHB-06539PA.htm
Sincerely,

Lynn Hudak

State of Connecticut Department of Public Health
Radon Program

Phone: (860) 509367

Fax: (860) 5097295

Radon Program websiteaww.ct.gov/dph/radon

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Firm's Recall Hotline: (866) 673988(
March 16, 2010 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 63877z
Release #1067 CPSC Media Contact: (301) 5090¢

Remote Contol Kits for Electric Fireplaces and Stoves Recalled by
Dimplex North America Due to Fire and Burn Hazards

WASHINGTON, D.C.- The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in cooperation with the firm named
below, today announced a voluntary recall of thifving consumer product. Consumers should stop using
recalled products immediately unless otherwise instructed.

Name of Product:Remote Control Kits for Electric Fireplaces and Stoves

Units: About 700,000

Importer: Dimplex North America, of Ontario, Cada

Hazard: The plugin wall unit can overheat, posing a fire and burn hazard to consumers.

Incidents/Injuries: Dimplex has received about 5,000 reports of the-plugall units overheating including
19 reports of damage beyond the remote control andepogtrof a house fire in Columbus, Ohio that resulted
in considerable property damage.

Description: The recalled remote control kits are used with Dimplex, Electraflame, Symphony, Optiflame,
Electralog and Charmglow brand electric fireplaces, stoves wpldte inserts. They include a black or dark
gray haneheld remote control and also a black or dark gray wall unit that plugs into an electrical wall outlet.
Recalled model numbers include-2001, 471010R and APT1315. The model number is printed other

the plugin unit or the handheld remote control. The fireplace or stove's brand name is printed on both units.
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Sold at: Mass merchandise, home improvement, specialty fireplace and furniture retailers from January 1998
through December 2008 for betwe®200 and $1,500 for the fireplaces and stoves. This recall includes remote
control kits subsequently replaced under warranty.

Manufactured in: China

Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the remote control kits, unplug the power cord from the
remote control kit's wall unit, remove the wall unit from the electrical outlet and contact Dimplex for a free
replacement kit. Consumers can continue to operate the fireplace or stove by plugging the fireplace or stove"
electrical cord directly into anettrical outlet.

Consumer Contact:For additional information, contact Dimplex North America-fodle at (866) 673880
anytime, or visit the firm's Web site atvw.recall.dimplex.com

MODEL NO: APT-1315
FCCID: JA7 TM- 1300N

UL FILE NO: E121729

THIS DEVICE COMPLIES WITH PART
15 OF THE FCC RULES. OPERATION
OF THIS DEVICE IS SUBJECT TO THE
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:(1) THIS
DEVICE MAY NOT CAUSE HARMFUL
INTERFERENCE,AND (2) THIS DEVICE
MUST ACCEPT ANY INTERFERENCE
RECEIVED.INCLUDING INTERFERENCE
THAT MAY CAUSE UNDESIRED

OPERATION.  l1ADE IN CHINA
DATE CODE:| H5101 |
~ CODE: [239]
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Label on Model 471010R 47-1001

CPSC is still interested in receiving incident or injury reports that are either directly relatedpgmthict recall
or involve a different hazard with the same product. Please tell us about it by visiting
https://www.cpsc.gov/cgibin/incident.aspx
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