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Oil Tank Inspections 

        

Locations, installations and conditions vary from home to home. 

            Outside 

o Buried 

o Exposed 

o Covered 

o Concealed 

o Signs of leaks 

 

 Inside 

o Exposed 

o Concealed 

o In Basement 

o In garage 

o Signs of leaks 

 

Some conditions can have a detrimental effect  on the longevity, environmental concerns, accessibility 

and your ability to observe and report on these conditions. A lack of availability to observe must have the 

reasons stated in your report and if possible, photos to further document your justifications. Proper 

recommendations must be included in your report, if warranted, to justify the need for further evaluation, 

repair or replacement. Your expertise, based on your training and experience, is in the observations. Do 

not try to solve the problem or recommend a ñfixò. When conditions prevent observation, donôt ignore 

the situation, make the call for further evaluation by a qualified tank or heating contractor. Verbal 

statements not transcribed into your report can be forgotten or misinterpreted by your client or an agent. 

When it comes down to indecisiveness, misstatements or he said she said, you are the one to be judged at 

fault.. Do not fall into this trap..      



 

 

The Inside inspection 
Many situations may exist on the interior that you may need to document and report on. Is the tank partially or 

fully concealed, which can hinder your observations. What is the present condition? Is the tank in newer 

condition or has someone just painted over the rust. Is the tank rusty? Is it patched? Are there signs of or actual 

leaks present? Most tanks in basements are up against foundation walls. Are the tanks in contact with the 

concrete or just too close to observe the back side. Tanks should be elevated off the floor and have nothing in 

contact with them. Are the fill and vent pipe threads properly sealed or are there signs of leaks at the threads 

coating the top of the tank with fuel oil or are they running down the tank onto the floor. Is the location of the 

fuel filter at the tank, at the burner, is it leaking or is there no fuel filter installed? 

 

                     Some Rust                                       Partially Rusted                                          Fully Rusted 

            

                                                           Both pictures above show leaking pipe threads                                                      

          

 Looks like it could become a leaker              Abandon Tank in basement                 Bottom extremely rusty & damp 
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#1-May be a leak from oil filter change                       #2- Small leak?                          #3- Disaster waiting to happen 

An oil spill absorbent such as ñSpeedi-Dryò is used by heating contractors to clean up small spills which can happen when 

changing the fuel filter or disconnecting the fuel line during a tune up when accessing the electrodes and nozzle. 

Technicians also have a powdered ñodor eliminatorò which will dissipate any residual fuel oil odors.   

Photo #1 The technician  should have cleaned up the mess and put down new absorbent  to make sure it is not an active 

leak and to absorb any residual oil from the floor. 

Photo #2 Lack of quality workmanship by the technician to clean up & make sure it is not a small dripping leak. 

Photo #3 As you will see in the next photo, this was an active leak. It appeared the home owner was supplying a 

temporary fix with ñspeedi-dryò. Read more below  

 
 

 

Same tank as in Photo #3 

This tank was actively leaking as we observed oil dripping into the ¾ full white bucket. The fuel filter side & 

bottom of the tank was wet. The floow was covered with black, wet oil soaked ñspeedi-dryò. The tank was  
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beyond its life and needed to be pumped out and replaced immediately. This was an environmental disaster 

about to happen. Any attempt to fill the tank, in our opinion, would have blown out the seams or rusted side & 

bottom and filled the basement with fuel oil. The real estate agents response was she would make sure the tank 

was patched. Question of the day: What type of patch will adhere to a rust covers, oil soaked material? 

  

Both sides of this tank were patched. 

Why would you settle for a patched tank. This tank was behind a finished basement wall and not very 

accessible. However our recommendation was to have it replaced. The picture below is the old disconnected 

boiler that the homeowner left for the buyer. Our added recommendation was to have the old boiler removed 

when they the sellers replaced the oil tank. 

 

Other than being cheap, why would you leave old replaced equipment in your home, let alone for a potential 

buyer to be stuck with it. What else are you leaving? 


