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Home Inspector Numbers are Down in CT 

The home inspection profession in Connecticut has experienced growing pains and reductions in available 

inspectors throughout the state in the last 10 years. Prior to licensing in Connecticut, no registration or formal 

lists were kept, just private estimates from association memberships with unaffiliated numbers unknown.  

When a draft proposal was submitted to the legislature to be debated in the 1999 legislative session, the state 

had no idea how many inspectors there were in the state. Two issues that were anticipated to come to fruition 

did not occur.  

The first was the anticipation of the group from the private sector who came together to draft a proposal that 

they felt would make it very difficult for anyone wishing to enter the profession thus suppressing competition.  

As always, when you give a legislator any type of idea or draft, they will always tweak it, change it or 

propose it in which it interprets or defines sections in a bill differently. That is what happened!  

Second, the legislature felt it would be a licensing law that would not only be self funding, but also it would 

be a money generating law in which hundreds of thousands of dollars could be added to the general fund of 

the state. A report from the legislatureôs fiscal analysis division stated that the Department of Consumer 

Protection could easily handle this newly licensed group and the DCP could hire a clerk at $26,000 plus 

benefits to deal with home inspection. A money generator for the state, it was not! 

Prior to licensing, private estimates of active home inspectors were 250 to 265 and all of those did not meet 

the qualifications for grandfathering.  

At the peak between 2003 & 2006 the numbers grew to approximately 386 licensed inspectors & 187 interns 

holding permits Those numbers fluctuated as interns earned their license. 

After renewals and the audit in 2007 by the state, there were 401 licensees and 86 interns. 

As of September 2009, the July 1, 2009 renewals numbers have declined. 

¶ Licensed home inspectors ï 349 

¶ Permit holding interns ï 68 

The numbers do show the effect the economy has had on our industry. 
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Rheem Heat Pump Water Heaters 

The Most Advanced, Energy-Efficient Water Heater Available 

Rheem air-source heat pump water heaters work much like a refrigerator in reverse. The heat pump extracts the heat 

from warm air, intensifies the heat with a compressor, delivers the heat to the water, and exhausts the cooler air. 

Because it uses the warm ambient air temperature to do most of the work, it is a very efficient way to heat water. 

Features & Benefits 

¶ 2.0 Energy Factor ï Over TWICE the 

efficiency of standard electric water heaters 

¶ Uses heat pump technology for superb 

energy-efficiency 

¶ Easy-to-use LED touch pad controls the 

water temperature range, 3 energy efficiency 

settings, and overall operation 

¶ Ideal choice for new homes and for electric 

water heater replacements in attics, 

basements and garages 

¶ Installs as easily as a standard electric water 

heater 

¶ Standard 3/4" NPT water inlet, outlet and 

condensate drain connections 

¶ 10-Year limited tank and parts warranty 
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Tax Credit Up To $1500.00 

This heat pump water heater qualifies for the energy efficient building property federal tax credit of up to $1,500. The 

federal tax credit is limited to 30% of energy efficient building property and cost of installation through 2010, with a 

total limit of $1,500. Additional state and local utility incentives may also be available. Please consult with your tax 

advisor for eligibility requirements and amount of tax credit. 

 

 

 

Rheem Heat Pump Water Heater Works 

In ñEnergy Saverò mode, this water heaterôs high efficiency heat pump operates automatically for hot water 

storage in this sequence: 

1. A fan pulls air through the top air filter. 

2. Heat in the air is absorbed by eco-friendly refrigerant inside the evaporator coil and cool (dehumidified) air is 

exhausted. 

3. Refrigerant is pumped through a compressor, which increases the temperature. 

4. Simultaneously the cooler water from the bottom of the tank is pumped to the top of the appliance, where it 

circulates through a patented condenser coil. 

5. Hot refrigerant transfers its heat to the water inside the condenser coil. 

6. Heated water is returned back to the top of the tank. 

7. All functions are controlled simultaneously by an advanced circuit board located behind the user touch pad.  

¶ In ñNormalò mode, the heat pump can run in tandem with an electric element during periods of high demand. 

¶ In ñElectric Heat Onlyò mode, the heat pump is disabled and the appliance operates like a standard electric 

water heater with two elements. 

 Condensate drain connection. 

 Backup electric heating elements. 
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Right Installation Site 

For best heat pump operation, the temperature in your region should average 40 degrees or above. Choose a warm 

installation site like an attic, garage or basement. Because a heat pump tends to cool the area where they are located, 

any type of air-source heat pump works more efficiently in a warm location. The heat pump will need 1,000 cubic feet 

of air space around it (approx. 10x10x10 ft. room). 

                          

Efficiency Zones 
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      The map indicates, on the average, the most favorable locations for heat pump water heaters. Annual              

weather patterns and other factors will determine your overall energy efficiency. 

        Zone 1: Heat pump will be used most of the year (90-100%) 

        Zone 2: Combination heat pump (60%) and electric heating elements (40%) 

        Zone 3: Combination heat pump (50%) and electric heating elements (50%) 
 

 

 

 

Choose the Right Efficiency        Setting 

Based on climate, demand, and installation site  
The most energy efficient setting is Energy Saver mode, it works by extracting warmth from the 

surrounding air, concentrating the heat, and delivering it to the water. This mode provides an industry 

leading 2.0 energy factor (EF) and a first hour delivery comparable to a standard 50 gallon electric 

model. 

 
When hot water demands are high, use the Normal setting. In this mode both the heat pump and electric 

element will operate as needed. The Normal mode will provide a remarkable 1.5 EF and a first hour 

delivery in excess of a standard 65 gallon electric model. 

 
A temporary Electric Heat Only setting is available to ensure hot water availability without operating the 

heat pump. The HP-50 will revert back to Energy Saver operation after two weeks, if not reset by the 

user. 

 

                                                              

 



 

 

6 

 

Available in 50 Gallon Model with a 6-Year Limited 

Warranty 

¶ Energy efficient: 2.0 EF 

¶ 3 Operation modes 

¶ Energy Saver (heat pump only) 

¶ Normal (heat pump with element backup) 

¶ Electric Heat Only (temporary) 2-1/2" Non-CFC 

foam insulation 

 Premium resistored anode rod protection, 

extends tank life 

 Exclusive Rheemglas® tank lining 

 Factory installed T&P valve 

 Brass drain valve 

 Easy access side connections 

 3/4" NPT water inlet, outlet and condensate 

drain connections 

 21" diameter, fits through access doors 

 Easily replaces a standard electric water heater 

 Stainless steel resistor elements 

 Heat pump operating range 40° F to 120° F 

 Built in freeze/overheat protection 

Easy access, top mounted washable air filter 

_______________________________________  

 

N o - S a l t  W a t e r  C o n d i t i o n i n g  S y s t e m  

N o-S a l t  W a t e r  C o n d i t i o n i n g  S ys t e m 

 

 

 

 

What is EasyWater? 

EasyWater is the innovative FREIJE water treatment technology that began in commercial applications and is now 

available for residential use. EasyWater uses electronic frequencies to physically change the shape and charge of the 

minerals in water, which prevents scale build-up.  

http://www.easywater.com/
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How EasyWater Works 

Electronic Frequencies 

 

The EasyWater signal wire is wrapped around a copper, PVC or PEX pipe. Electronic frequencies (not actual 

electricity) pass through the pipe and cause molecular agitation in the water (Faradayôs Law). 

 

Physical Change 

 

In untreated water the minerals fall out of solution and float around in the water. These minerals look like tree 

branches, have an electrostatic charge on their surface and want to stick to other objects like your pipes.  

 

 

EasyWater treatment causes the minerals to fall out of solution and combine together with each other. As a result, 

these larger but still microscopic minerals look like discs or Frisbees, lose their electrostatic surface charge and thus 

their ability to stick to things. The minerals simply float with the water down the drain and do not stick to your 

piping, water heater or other water using appliances. 
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Removing Existing Scale 

 

EasyWater treatment causes the water to be stable and under saturated. This gives the water the ability to dissolve 

existing scale buildup as it flows through your home. About 80% of water exists as water molecule clusters held 

together by hydrogen bonds. EasyWater breaks these hydrogen bonds and causes the water molecule clusters to 

become individual molecules, which re-dissolve the existing scale deposits. 

 

 

Keep Beneficial Minerals 

 

EasyWater does not add or remove anything from your water. With EasyWater you get many of the benefits of soft 

water but are able to keep beneficial minerals in the conditioned water 

Hard Water Problems? Call EasyWater: 1 ( 8 8 8 ) - 7 - N O - S A L T   

_______________________________________  

CT Law Seminar 

3 Hour course required for license renewal in Connecticut every licensing cycle 

Starting in November 2009 this course will be provided by IPG 

Online 

At: www.inspectorplatinumgroup.com 

http://www.inspectorplatinumgroup.com/
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Click on ñSelect a Stateò &  Select ñConnecticutò 

On the Connecticut page, click on ñCT Law Seminar Onlineò 

You will be directed to fill out a form online with your information then slick on ñadd to cartò where 

you may pay by credit card: Mastercard, Visa or Discover Card  

This course covers CT Home Inspection & CT Business Law & was developed by IPG with the 

guidance of Attorney Kent Mawhinney (the premier expert for this course in CT) 

Course fees:  

¶ IPG Members   $35.00 

¶ Licensed Inspectors    $45.00 

¶ Interns   $40.00  (interns are not required to take this course, however this course may be beneficial in 

preparing for the CT Law Exam which is required to earn you license. 
 

Starting November 1, 2009 join IPG 
¶ Pay for a full year (March 1, 2010 to Feb 28 2011at the yearly rate   

¶ We will add the balance of this current year to your membership (up to 4 months FREE) 

¶ Pay the members fee for the Law Seminar $35.00 

 
¶ As with all online courses, there is a test to show you studied the course and not just purchased it. 

¶ Passage of the test requires a 70% or better passing grade on 15 questions 

¶ Upon passage you will receive your 3 hour course completion CT Law Certificate 

 

Benefits of our online courses 
¶ Save money 

¶ Save travel time 

¶ Save travel expenses 

¶ Take the courses at your leasue 

_______________________________________  

 

 

FROM THE IRS: FIVE FACTS ABOUT THE HOME OFFICE DEDUCTION  

With technology making it easier than ever for people to operate a business out of their house, many taxpayers, 

entrepreneurs, and small businesspeople may be able to take a home office deduction when filing their 2009 federal tax 

return next year.   

 

http://www.uschambermagazine.com/content/default.htm
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Here are five important things the IRS wants you to know about claiming the home office deduction. 

1. Generally, in order to claim a business deduction for your home, you must use part of your home exclusively and 

regularly as your principal place of business or as a place to meet or deal with patients, clients, or customers in the  

normal course of your business. In the case of a separate structure which is not attached to your home, it must be used 

in connection with your trade or business. For certain storage use, rental use, or daycare-facility use, you are required to 

use the property regularly but not exclusively. 

2. Generally, the amount you can deduct depends on the percentage of your home that you used for business. Your 

deduction for certain expenses will be limited if your gross income from your business is less than your total business 

expenses. 

3. There are special rules for qualified daycare providers and for persons storing business inventory or product samples. 

4. If you are self-employed, use Form 8829, Expenses for Business Use of Your Home, to figure your home office 

deduction. Report the deduction on line 30 of Schedule C, Form 1040. 

5. Different rules apply to claiming the home office deduction if you are an employee. For example, the regular and 

exclusive business use must be for the convenience of your employer. 

For more information see IRS Publication 587, Business Use of Your Home, available on IRS.gov or by calling 800-

TAX-FORM (800-829-3676). 

_______________________________________  

 

Independent Analysis Shows Granite Countertops 

Pose No Health Risk 
 

First published, peer-reviewed studies of the impact of emissions from granite countertops on human exposure find 

granite safe for indoor use 

 

CLEVELAND, Aug. 31 /PRNewswire/ -- Two new studies published in the scientifically peer-reviewed Journal of 

Exposure Science and Environmental Epidemiology show that granite used in countertops poses no radon or radiation 

threat to consumers. 

 

"Based on the results of our research, we did not identify any slabs of granite intended for sale as countertop that would 

produce exposures that exceed health-protective limits or background levels commonly found in the environment," said 

Dr. Joseph G. Allen, of Environmental Health & Engineering, Inc., a principal investigator in both studies. 

 

The science behind the studies was rigorously reviewed by independent scientists at the request of the Journal to ensure 

the studies are valid and used appropriate scientific methodology. Statements made by critics of granite countertops 

have not undergone this peer-review process. 

 

The studies, published in the August 26, 2009 online issue of the Journal, conclude:  
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¶ The market share-weighted average concentration of radon in indoor air attributable to emissions from granite 

countertops was estimated to be  about 400 times lower than the action level recommended by the EPA. 

 

¶ Typical granite stones are likely to be a minor source of Radiation dose when used as a countertop material 

within the home and present a negligible risk to human health. 

 

Critics of granite have suggested that granite countertops pose significant health risks. However, after a year of 

claiming to have scientific proof, no study has been published by a scientific, 

peer-reviewed journal that demonstrates a meaningful environmental exposure resulting from granite countertops. 

 

"We have repeatedly asked critics to share their specific findings with us, so that we can determine if any real risk 

exists," said Guido Gliori, president of the Marble Institute of America, the nation's leading natural stone trade 

organization. "Some have simply rejected our requests, others have said they will share findings once their studies are 

published. In the meantime, Environmental Health & Engineering conducted an independent assessment of granite that 

went through rigorous scientific peer review and now has been published. Meanwhile, we're still waiting for critics to 

share any real information." 

 

The abstracts of the two studies, "Assessing exposure to granite countertops - part 1: Radiation" (Journal of Exposure 

Science and Environmental Epidemiology [26 August 2009] doi:10.1038/jes.2009.44) and "Assessing exposure to 

granite countertops - part 2: Radon" (Journal of Exposure Science and Environmental Epidemiology [26 August 2009] 

doi:10.1038/jes.2009.43) are available at http://www.marble-institute.com/, the Marble Institute of America's website, 

with links to the Journal's website, http://www.nature.com/jes/index.html. 

 

The Journal will publish the studies in its printed version later this year. 

 

The Marble Institute of America is the nation's leading natural stone trade organization. It has been a leader in the 

industry's efforts to improve the safe handling and processing of stone. 

 

Source: The Marble Institute of America 

CONTACT:  Rhena Wallace, Cohn & Wolfe, +1-212-537-8014, 

Rhena.Wallace@cohnwolfe.com 
Special thanks to Lynn Hudak at CT DPH for providing this article. 

Web Site:  http://www.marble-institute.com/ 

_______________________________________  

 

Settlement Cracks or Shrinkage 

http://www.marble-institute.com/
http://www.nature.com/jes/index.html
http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&uniqMsgId=001AbLRb00002JVr&attachId=3&user=bsurehomeinspect@juno.com
http://www.marble-institute.com/
http://www.askthebuilder.com/
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By Tim Carter 

©1993-2009 Tim Carter  

Summary: Settlement cracks can occur in a concrete foundation wall or concrete slab shortly after being poured. But 

most concrete cracks are caused by shrinkage. Soil quality, footer design and steel reinforcements can all help prevent 

cracks.  

I can't tell you how many thousands of times I have heard a new homeowner complain about settlement cracks. They 

seem to think the cracks that often develop early in the life of a new home occur because the entire house is sinking 

into the ground. In certain cases, this absolutely can happen. Several years ago I testified as an expert witness in a legal 

proceeding where a house had been built over uncompacted fill dirt that was placed over trees and other organic debris. 

The cracks that were tearing the house into several parts were indeed settlement cracks. 

But 99 times out of 100, the cracks that you might see in a foundation wall, a concrete slab or in floors, walls, 

ceilings, ceramic tile grout, etc. are shrinkage cracks. Water is an ingredient of many building materials. It can be a 

natural ingredient as in the case of wood, or it can be added in the manufacturing process much like milk is added to a 

powder when making pancake batter. When this water evaporates from the material, the loss in volume can create a 

tension or tearing force within the building material.  

To prevent real settlement cracks in your new home, you need to be somewhat proactive. In almost all areas of the 

nation, building inspectors are responsible for doing a visual inspection of the soil just before the foundation footer is 

poured. A trained inspector can often see or smell soil that may not be strong enough to support the weight of the new 

home. But in the case I testified in, the fill soil brought into the building site looked fine. It appeared to be compacted 

sufficiently. But underneath the thin layer of good-looking soil trouble was lurking. Building inspectors are not 

expected to do extensive laboratory soil testing. They, as well as you, can request it if the soil seems suspect. 

Before you buy a lot, ask to see the before and after topographic maps of the subdivision. If you study these maps you 

can see if the lot you are thinking of buying is one that contains fill dirt or one where dirt was removed to fill in an 

adjacent lot or two. Buying a lot that contains no fill dirt is the first step to prevent settlement cracks. It is no guarantee, 

but at least you remove poorly compacted fill dirt from the equation. 

Your local county agricultural agent may also have a free soil map for the asking. These invaluable tools often classify 

countless soil characteristics. One of them happens to be average strength. The soil map legend will help you identify 

weak soils and ones that are well suited to build upon. You do not have to have a degree in geology to understand these 

maps. They are frequently very user-friendly. 

Once you are sure you are building upon a satisfactory soil, you need to make sure the footer and foundation will not 

budge under the weight of the home. The footer is perhaps the most fundamental aspect of a home foundation. It is a 

structural element not much different than a beam or a column. A footer's job is disperse the weight of the entire 

structure over a wide area. It is no different than the hard rubber pads you place under sofa or piano legs to minimize 

the imprint they might otherwise make on a hardwood or carpeted floor. If you simply poured a narrow foundation wall 

on most soils without the support of a footer, the foundation wall would sink into the soil like a jungle explorer in 

quicksand. 

Footer design is critical. Local building codes may state a minimum width and thickness, but more is obviously better. 

A ten inch thick footer that is 24 or 28 inches wide is superb in most cases. The footer must contain a minimum of two 

continuous steel rods that are surrounded by the wet concrete. I prefer to use bars that are at least 5/8 inch in diameter. 

Keep in mind that the concrete used to pour the footer is available in different strengths. It costs just a little bit more  

http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
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money to add strength. Specify 3,000 pounds per square inch(psi) at a bare minimum. If you can afford 3,500 psi 

concrete for the footer, order or specify it. 

Your foundation walls act as giant beams when they are placed on the footer. If you are planning for a full basement, 

they also do double duty as retaining walls. To prevent cracks, be sure you use similar strength concrete as in the 

footers. The foundation walls must also get thicker as the walls get taller. Eight inch thick walls are fine where they 

may only have 5 or 6 feet of fill dirt up against them, but if you have more, I would specify a ten inch thick wall. 

Steel reinforcing is also important in foundation walls. Typically, a builder might place two rows of steel in the lower 

and upper portion of the wall. If you want bulletproof concrete walls that will stand the test of time, give serious 

consideration to extra horizontal steel as well as vertical steel bars that lock into the footer and continue up into the top 

of the foundation wall. Vertical steel bars help prevent horizontal cracks in the foundation walls. 

_______________________________________  

 

Field Tests for Chinese Drywall 
By Edward A. Sobek, Ph.D. 

 

To date, I am not aware of any valid field test for Chinese drywall. I am bringing this up because I receive numerous 

calls from home owners with questions about DIY Chinese drywall tests purchased from internet sites. Most test kits 

are modification of the standard hydrogen sulfide test kits that are were designed for water testing. 

 

A piece of drywall is placed in a bottle, water is added, and an Alka-Seltzer table is dropped inðòyes itôs the same 

Alka-Seltzer that is guaranteed to calm those late night atomic nachosò. The bottle is capped immediately. In the cap is 

a hole with an indicator paper. The idea is, and it works fine for water, that the carbon dioxide in the Alka-Seltzer is 

released and will drive the hydrogen sulfide (H2S) from the water into the gas phase and out through the indicator 

filter. If the filter turns brown the water contains hydrogen sulfide. Again this test is perfectly acceptable for water but 

does not work for Chinese drywall. The most probable explanations are that any hydrogen sulfide present in the 

drywall is either below the tests detection limits (1,000 ppm) or most likely the sulfur is bound in another form other 

than hydrogen disulfide. 

 

The second most common field test that is out there is the pH test. The test kit usually contains some colored indicator 

papers, distilled water and a chart with pH values. The paint is scrapped back to expose the drywall surface, the drywall 

is wetted with the distilled water and the indicator paper is dipped onto the wet drywall. The color of the indicator 

paper is compared to the pH chart to determine the pH value.  

 

This test relates to the idea that the sulfide compounds in the drywall are mixing with water and forming sulfuric acid 

(H2SO4). That may be happening, but using pH to test drywall has fatal flawð the buffering capacity drywall. Drywall 

is composed mainly of calcium sulfate (CaSO4), which has neutral pH. Try to recall the high school chemistry lesson 

on chemical buffers. Remember that in the presence of a buffer the pH of the solution changes very little when an acid 

or base is added. Likewise, if water is added to drywall the calcium sulfate buffers that solution, thus preventing  
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dramatic changes in pH. In other word, if Chinese drywall chemistry forming sulfuric acid the calcium sulfate that 

makes up the drywall neutralizes it and the test would read false negative. 

 

Internet Buyer Beware. The best tests to date are laboratory tests like FTIR couple with the skills of an experienced 

professional inspector. An inspector who is experienced in identifying the signs and symptoms of defective Chinese 

drywall is invaluable 

 

www.assuredbio.com 

_______________________________________  

Imagine if this lower level was adopted by the US EPA 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION  (WHO) 

LAUNCHES NEW ATTACK ON LUNG CANCER   
  

ST. LOUIS (9/21/2009) - In simultaneous releases published around the  globe today, the World Health Organization 

(WHO) called for stronger action against indoor radon, the leading cause of lung cancer among U.S. and Canadian non-

smokers.  

  

The central WHO recommendation is to lower radon gas levels by one-third below the current U.S. guidance. The 

lower WHO action level doubles the number of U.S. homes needing radon control systems from 8 million to 15 million. 

  

According to Bill Angell, President of the American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists (AARST),  

 

"The WHO recommendations more strongly emphasize the importance of radon testing by all home owners and home 

buyers and reduction of high concentrations of the radioactive gas."  

  

Speaking from the 2009 International Radon Symposium, Angell adds, "The World Health Organization's strong stand 

is based upon new evidence of the risk posed by toxic radon." The new WHO Handbook on Indoor Radon: A Public 

Health Perspective lists the consensus of scientists from more than 30 countries that radon in homes is responsible for 

about one of every seven lung cancer deaths in countries such as the U.S. 

  

Over 21,000 Americans die each year from radon induced lung cancer. 

  

In the handbook, WHO recommends a threshold of action of 2.7 picocuries per liter (pCi/L), a measure of radioactivity. 

  

The new threshold contrasts with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) level of 4 pCi/L; an action level 

that has been in place for 40 years. 

  

In addition to testing, the WHO handbook notes that indoor radon is the result of the way we design and build homes.  

Thus, WHO places clear responsibility for radon exposure on architects, builders, and real estate professionals and 

urges radon control system in new homes and testing homes for sale. 

  

Elevated indoor radon may be inexpensively fixed or prevented through radon control systems installed by certified or 

li censed radon professionals. 

http://www.assuredbio.com/
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 For more information: 

 WHO Handbook on Indoor Radon: A Public Health Perspective 

http://www.who.int/ionizing_radiation/env/radon/en/index1.html 

 WHO Radon Webpage http://www.who.int/ionizing_radiation/env/radon/en/index.html 

 American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists http://www.aarst.org 

 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency http://www.epa.gov/radon/ 

_______________________________________  

News Release 
U.S.Environmental Protection Agency 

New EnglandRegional Office 

For Release: September 17, 2009  
 Contact: Paula Ballentine, 617-918-1027 

 
Connecticut Oil Company Pays Fine for Clean Water Violations 

 (BostonðSeptember 17, 2009) A West Hartfordoil company has agreed to pay a fine of $30,000 for violating the 

federal Clean Water Act (CWA).  

During oil deliveries in late 2007, Viking Oil Company pumped oil from an oil delivery truck into a monitoring well 

rather than into the underground storage tank used for heating oil.  As a result, oil was discharged into the environment, 

causing a visible oil sheen to appear in waters of a wetland in close proximity to one of their clients.  The oil sheen was 

also seen on a tributary of Rattlesnake Brook, a perennial stream that flows into the FarmingtonRiver.   

 The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (CT DEP) was the first to respond after the initial report of 

oil sheen. Vikingôs insurance carrier immediately hired a response team to contain the spill and investigate its impact. 

 The team was able to contain most of the oil before it entered the wetlands or waterways.  To date, the insurance 

company has spent over one million dollars intercepting the remaining oil and remediating the wetlands.  The 

remaining cleanup activities are being completed with CT DEPôs oversight.   

Although the oil impacted the vegetation and soil in the area, there were no signs that wildlife was harmed or 

threatened as a result of the spill. In addition, CT DEP determined that all of the closest drinking water wells were 

uphill from the affected area and that there was no indication of well water contamination. 

More information:  

EPA's enforcement of the Clean Water Act in New England(epa.gov/region1/enforcement/water)Prevention of oil 

spills(www.epa.gov/emergencies/content/spcc/index.htm) 

______________________________________ _  

News Release 

U.S.Environmental Protection Agency 

http://www.epa.gov/radon/
http://epa.gov/region1/enforcement/water/
http://www..epa.gov/emergencies/content/spcc/index.htm
http://www..epa.gov/emergencies/content/spcc/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/emergencies/content/spcc/index.htm
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New EnglandRegional Office 
September 15, 2009 

 Contact: Paula Ballentine, (617) 918-1027 

ConnecticutHealth Care Facility Pays Fine for PCB Violations 

 (Boston, Mass.- Sept. 15, 2009) - A Wallingford, Conn. health care facility has paid a $26,600 fine for violating 

federal regulations covering the labeling and disposal of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). 

 According to EPA, Masonicare Corp. improperly disposed of PCBs from two transformers through spilling/leakage of 

PCB transformer oil onto transformer cabinets, the concrete pads that the transformers stood on, and the nearby 

ground.  Masonicare also failed to properly register and label both PCB transformers.  

 Masonicare has since sent the two PCB transformers to a disposal facility authorized for PCB waste and has completed 

remedial work on the contaminated soil. 

 PCBs are persistent in the environment and are suspected carcinogens. Exposure to PCBs can cause liver problems and 

skin rashes. 

__________ _____________________________  

News Release 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  

New England Regional Office  
September 22, 2009 

 

Contact: Paula Ballentine, 617-918-1027 

Connecticut Holding Company Faces Fines for PCB Violations 
 

(Boston, Mass. ï September 22, 2009) - The owner of an inoperative Bridgeport, Conn. brass facility faces a penalty of 

up to $37,500 per day per violation for violating federal regulations covering the disposal, use, storage, and marking 

violations of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).  

 

The Fairfield-based Connecticut Transfer Company (CTC) owns the former Bridgeport Brass Company (BBC) facility 

at 560 North Washington Avenue in Bridgeport, Connecticut. In 2008, CTC hired a waste transporter to pump out 

waste oil from an electrical transformer and two 55-gallon drums located at the facility. CTCôs waste oil was mixed 

with waste oil from other companies by the waste transporter and sent for recycling an oil disposal and recycling 

company in New York, called the Norlite Corporation. Norlite discovered that the combined shipment of waste oil 

contained a high concentration of PCBs and rejected the shipment, as it was not permitted to reuse waste oil containing 

PCBs. Norlite then notified the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NY DEC). After tracking 

down the origins of the shipment, NY DEC notified the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (CT 

DEP) of the attempted delivery of PCB-contaminated oil to Norlite.  

 

Bridgeport United Recycling Corp. (BUR), the company hired by CTC to pick up and deliver the oil to the Norlite 

facility, reported to CT DEP that it believed that the source of the contaminated oil came from 883 gallons of waste oil 

that it had picked up from the BBC facility.  

 

This information prompted CT DEP to inspect the BBC facility for compliance with TSCA and PCB regulations. The 
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 inspection revealed several federal violations, including the improper disposal of PCBs via two spilled or leaking 

transformers; and failure to comply with various use, storage and marking requirements by not labeling a PCB 

transformer, not labeling PCB storage areas and not meeting various PCB storage and dating requirements.  

 

CTC is currently developing a PCB cleanup plan to remedy these violations and come into compliance with TSCA and 

PCB requirements. PCBs are persistent in the environment and are suspected carcinogens. Exposure to PCBs can cause 

liver problems and skin rashes.  

More information:  

Appropriate ways to manage PCBs (epa.gov/region01/enforcement/tsca/index.html#pcb)  

Basic information on PCBs (epa.gov/pcb) 

_______________________________________  

 

News Release 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  

New England Regional Office  
September 22, 2009 

 

Contact: Dave Deegan, (617) 918-1017 

Waste company in Bridgeport, Conn.. Pays $26,000 for Environmental Violations  

 (BostonðSeptember 22, 2009) A Bridgeport, Conn. company that treats, stores and disposes of toxic waste has paid 

$26,000 to settle claims by EPA that it violated federal regulations covering the storage and handling of 

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).  

 

Bridgeport United Recycling was charged with misidentifying 5,000 gallons of waste containing PCBs that it picked up 

in April 2007 from the former site of the Bridgeport Brass Company in Bridgeport at the request of Connecticut 

Transfer Company  

 

EPA claimed that Bridgeport United violated the Toxic Substance Control Act and PCB regulations by failing to 

comply with all of the requirements for PCB waste manifests when it shipped the waste for recycling. Specifically, the 

company failed to: identify the waste material as PCB waste; list the weight of the waste in kilograms; and indicate the 

earliest date of removal from service for disposal.  

 

According to EPA, a Bridgeport United vacuum truck in April picked up 883 gallons of waste material from two 55-

gallon drums and a transformer.. Two weeks earlier, the company had a sample of the waste tested and did not detect 

the presence of PCBs. After leaving the site, the truck made pickups at three other companies before returning to its 

recycling facility with 3,317 gallons of waste. The mixed waste from the truck was again analyzed and again PCBs 

were not detected.  

 

The company ñtopped offò this load with waste from other sources for a total volume of 5,000 gallons of waste and on 

April 2 shipped the mix to Norlite, a hazardous waste treatment and recovery facility in Cohoes, NY, to use as fuel. 

Norlite, which is not permitted to reuse oil containing PCBs, analyzed the material and found a PCB concentration of 

2,006 parts per million. The company notified Bridgeport United of its findings and sent the waste back.  
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Bridgeport United, which is owned by United Oil Recovery, eventually determined that the waste indeed was highly 

contaminated with PCBs and shipped it for disposal to Clean Harbors Deer Park, an approved PCB disposal facility in 

Texas.  

 

In February 2008, Bridgeport United and United Oil agreed to pay a combined $325,000 in civil penalties for alleged 

violations of RCRA in settlement of a suit filed in 2003 by the Department of Justice and EPA. As part of the 

settlement, Bridgeport United also agreed to automate and upgrade the device that controls organic air emissions at its 

facility, including installation of high-level alarms, automatic switching of the carbon beds, and increasing the 

operational rate of the blower.  

 

PCBs are persistent in the environment and are suspected carcinogens. Exposure to PCBs can cause liver problems and 

skin rashes.  

More information:  

Appropriate ways to manage PCBs (epa.gov/region01/enforcement/tsca/index.html#pcb)  

Basic information on PCBs (epa.gov/pcb) 

_______________________________________  

EPA Releases List of Priority Drinking Water Contaminants 

for Regulatory Consideration 
Selections based upon extensive external input 

 

WASHINGTON -EPA is releasing its third list of drinking water contaminants that are known or anticipated to occur 

in public water systems and may require regulation.EPA will continue to evaluate and collect data on the contaminants, 

and determine by 2013 for some of them whether or not to propose drinking water regulations.  

The contaminant candidate list (CCL 3) includes 104 chemical contaminants or groups and 12 microbes. Among them 

are contaminants, pesticides, disinfection byproducts, pharmaceuticals, chemicals used in commerce, waterborne 

pathogens and algal toxins.The agencyôs selection of  the contaminants builds upon evaluations used for previous lists 

and is based on substantial expert input and recommendations from different groups including stakeholders, the 

National Research Council and the National Drinking Water Advisory Council.   

EPA will make regulatory determinations for at least five contaminants in accordance with the Safe Drinking Water 

Act. For those CCL 3 contaminants that lack sufficient information for a regulatory determination by 2013, EPA will 

encourage research to provide the information needed. 

 

The agency evaluated approximately 7,500 chemicals and microbes and selected 116 candidates for the final list based 

on their potential to pose health risks through drinking water exposure.   

 

The agency considered the best available health effects and occurrence data and information to evaluate unregulated 

contaminants.   

A draft CCL 3 was published for review and comment on February 21, 2008.  EPA reviewed and analyzed the 

information provided in the comments in developing the final CCL 3.   

More information on the contaminant candidate list: http://www.epa.gov/safewater/ccl 

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/ccl
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Visit our web site to apply or download a membership application  
 

¶ Licensed or Registered inspector Membership per year is only $155  

 

¶ Intern or Trainee inspector Membership per year, is only $140  

 

¶ Inspector membership with no State requirements is only $140  

 

¶ Over 48  FREE Continuing Education Courses online with CT & MA credit  

¶ towards license renewals  

 

¶ Additional Membership Benefits  

 

¶ Informational  Links to just about everything you can imagine  

 

Join Today!  
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The Inspector Platinum Group, Ltd. 
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