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Home Inspector Numbers are Down in CT

The home inspection profession in Connecticut has experienced growing pains and reductions in ava
inspectors throughout the state in the last 10 years. Prior to licensing in Connecticut, no registration o
lists were kept, just private estineatfrom association memberships with unaffiliated numbers unknown.

When a draft proposal was submitted to the legislature to be debated in the 1999 legislative session,
had no idea how many inspectors there were in the state. Two issues thahti@patedo come to fruition
did notoccur

The first was the anticipation of the group from the private sectorcammztogether to draft a proposal that
they felt would make it very difficult for anyone wishing to enter the profession thus supgressipetition.
As always, when you give a legislator any type of idea or draft, they will always tweak it, change it or

propose it in which it interprets or defines sections in a bill differently. That is what happened!

Second, the legislature feltvitould be a licensing law that would not only be self funding, but also it woy
be a money generating law in which hundreds of thousands of dollars could be added to the general f
the state. A report from t hatedthakthe Departanéntaf @ossmef i
Protection could easily handle this newly licensed group and the DCP could hire a clerk at $26,000 pl
benefits to deal with home inspection. A money generator for the state, it was not!

Prior to licensingprivate egmates of active home inspectors were 250 to 265 alhdf those did not meet
the qualifications for grandfathering.

At the peak between 2003 & 2006 the numbers grew to approximately 386 licensed inspectors & 187
holding permits Those numbersidtuated as interns earned their license

After renewals anthe audit in 2007 by the state, there were 401 licensees and 86 interns.
As of September 2009, the July 1, 2009 renewals numbers have declined.

9 Licensed home inspectoirs349
1 Permit holding intersi 68
The numbers do show the effect the economy has had on our industry.

Table of Contents

Rheem Heat Pump ¢ Water Heater 2 | CT Law Seminar 8 | US CofC-Home Office Deduction 9
Granite Countertops ¢ No Radon Risk 10 | Ask The Builder ¢Settlement issues 11 | Assured Bio ¢ Test for Chinese DW 13
WHO ¢ Radon & lung Cancer 14 | EPA -4 News Releases 15 | EPA Drinking Water Contaminanys 18
Membership & Contact Info 19




Rheem Heat Pump Water Heaters

The Most Advanced, Energyfficient Water HeateAvailable

Rheem ahsource heat pump water heaters work muchdikefrigeratoin reverse. Théeat pump extracts the heat
from warm air, intensifieghe heat with a compressor, delivers the heat to the water, and exhaoets¢hair.
Because it usebe warm ambient air temperature to do moshefwork, it is a very efficient way to heat water.

Features & Benefits

1 2.0 Energy Factori Over TWICE the
efficiency of standarelectric water heater:

1 Uses heat pump technology for suf
energyefficiency

1 Easyto-use LED touch pad controls -
water temperature range, 3 energy efficie
settings, and overall operation

1 Ideal choice for new homes and for elec
water heater replacements in at
basements and garages

1 Installs as easily as a standard &leavate!
heater

1 Standard 3/4" NPT water inlet, outlet i
condensate drain connections

f 10-Year limited tank and parts warranty




Tax Credit Up To $1500.00

This heat pump water heater qualifies for the energy efficient building prdpdesaltax credit of up to $1,500. The
federal tax credit is limited to 30% of energfficient building property and cost of installation through 2010, with a
total limit of $1,500. Additional state and local utility incentives may alsa\mlable. Plase consult with your tax
advisor for eligibility requirementand amount of tax credit
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Estimated Homeowner Payback
HP-50 Heat Pump Water Heater

Payback with application of federal tax credit and other
state/utilty rebates. Basad on average consumer product
cost of HP-50 vs. a standard electric water heater and
detference in D.0.E. measured annual operating cost

Payback with application of federal tax credit only.
Basad on average consumer product cost of HP-50 vs,
a standard edectric water heater and difference in
D.0.E. measured annual operating cost

After payback, homeowners will continue to
pocket big savings.

Operating costs based on US Department of Energy annual operating cost
calculations and 2009 average consumer, national energy costs. Please consult
with your tax advisor for eligibility requirements and amount of tax credit

Rheem Heat Pump Water Heater Works

Il n AEnergy Savero mode, this water heaterés hig
storage in thisequence:

A fan pulls air through the top air filter.
Heat in the air is absorbed by eftiendly refrigerant inside the evaporator coil and cool (dehumidified) air is
exhausted.
Refrigerant is pumped through a compressor, which increases the temperature.
Simultaneously the cooler water from the bottom of the tank is pumped to the top of the appliance, where
circulates through a patented condenser coil.
Hot refrigerant transfers its heat to the water inside the condenser coill.
Heated water is returneddsato the top of the tank.
All functions are controlled simultaneously by an advanced circuit board located behind the user touch pa
Il n ANor mal 06 mode, the heat pump can run in tand
Il n AEleatt rOmcl yWO mode, the heat pump is disabl ed
water heater with two elements.

Condensate drain connection.

Backup electric heating elements.



Right Installation Site

For best heat pump operation, teenperature in your region should average 40 degrees or above. Choose a warm
installation site like an attic, garage or basement. Because a heat pump tends to cool the area where they are lo
any type of aisource heat pump works more efficientlyainvarm location. The heat pump will need 1,000 cubic feet
of air space around it (approx. 10x10x10 ft. room).

Efficiency Zones



The mapndicates, on the average, the most favorable locatioreirpump water heaters. Annual
weather patterns and other factors wédtermine your overall energy efficiency.
Zone 1:Heat pump will be used most of the year-(@D%)
Zone 2:Combination heat pump (60%) and electric heating elements (40%)
Zone 3:Combination heat pump (50%) and electric heating elements (50%)

Choose the Right Efficiency Setting

Based on climate, demand, and installation site

The most energy efficient setting is Energy Saver mode, it works by extracting warmth from the ENERGY ‘
surrounding air, concentrating the heat, and delivering it to the water. This mode provides an indt  saver

leading 2.0 energy factor (EF) and a first hour deliwenypparable to a standard 50 gallon electric
model.

When hot water demands are high, use the Normal setting. In this mode both the heat pump and
element will operate as needed. The Normal mode will provide a remarkable 1.5 EF and a first h(
ddivery in excess of a standard 65 gallon electric model.

NORMAL

heat pump. The HBO will revert back to Energy Saver operation after two weeks, ifeset by the
user.

A temporary Electric Heat Only setting is available to ensure hot water availability without operat g ccrric
HEAT ONLY

-<— B —>

Washable
Air Filter

Hot Outlet

T&P Valve \\s.

Cold Inlet
Drain Valvex

8" TOP CLEARANCE
FOR AIR CIRCULATION

3/4" WATER CONNECTIONS
240 VOLT -1 PH
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Available in 50 Gallon Model with a-8ear Limited Exclusive Rheemglas® tank lining
Warranty Factory installed T&P valve
Brass drairvalve
1 Energy efficient: 2.0 EF Easy access side connections
T 3 Operation modes 3/4" NPT water inlet, outlet and condensate
1 EnergySaver (heat pump only) drain connections
T Normal (heat pump with element backup) 21" diameter, fits through access doors
1 Electric Heat Only (temporary2-1/2" NonCFC Easily replaces a standard electric water heater
foam insulation Stainless steel resistor elements
Premium resistored anode rod protection, Heat pump operating range 40° F 201 F
extends tank life Built in freeze/overheat protection

Easy access, top mounted washable air filter

No-Salt Water Conditioning System

EASYWATER.

B No-Salt Water Conditioning System

EASYWATER
S
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What is EasyWater?

EasyWater is the innovative FREIJE water treatment technology that began in commercial applications and is nc
available for residential use. EasyWater uses electronic frequencies to physically change the shape and charge
minerals in water, which pwents scale buitdp.


http://www.easywater.com/

How EasyWater Works
Electronic Frequencies

The EasyWater signal wire is wrapped around a copper, PVC or PEX pipe. Electronic frequencies (not actual
electricity) pass through the pipe and cause molecular agitation in thgwatarr ad d.y 6 s Law

In untreated water the minerals fall out of solution and float around in the water. These minerals look like tree
branches, have an electrostatic charge on their surface and want to stick to other objects likesyour pipe

EasyWater treatment causes the minerals to fall out of solution and combine together with each other. As a re
these larger but still microscopic minerals look like discs or Frisbees, lose their electrostatic surface charge ar
their ability to stick to things. The minerals simply float with the water down the drain and do not stick to your

piping, water heater or other water using appliances




Removing Existing Scale

EasyWater treatment causes the water to be stable and under safinatgives the water the ability to dissolve
existing scale buildup as it flows through your home. About 80% of water exists as water molecule clusters he
together by hydrogen bonds. EasyWater breaks these hydrogen bonds and causes the water nsbéesute cl
become individual molecules, which-déssolve the existing scale deposits.

Keep Beneficial Minerals

EasyWater does not add or remove anything from your water. With EasyWater you get many of the benefits c
water but are able to ke&eneficial minerals in the conditioned water

Hard Water Problems? Call EasyWater: 1 ( 8 8 8 ) - 7 - N O - S A L T

CT Law Seminar

3 Hour course required for license renewal in Connectigetylicensingcycle
Starting in Novembe2009this course will be provideby IPG

Online

At. www.inspectorplatinumgroup.com



http://www.inspectorplatinumgroup.com/

Click on nAnSelect a Stateo & Sel e
On the Connecticut page, clickom CT Law Seminar Onl ir
You will be directedo fill out a form onlinewith your informationt hen s | i cchrowhare i

you may pay by credit card: Mastercard, Visa or Discover Card

This course covers CT Home Inspection & CT Business Law & was developed by IPG with th
guidance of Attorney Kent Mawhinney (the premier expertthis coursen CT)

Course fees:

IPG Members $35.00

Licensed Inspectors  $45.00

Interns  $40.00 irfterns are not required to take this course, however this course may be beneficial in
preparing for the CT Law Exam which is required to earn you license.

= =4 =

Starting November 1, 2009 join IPG
1 Pay for a full year (March 1, 2010 to Feb 28 2011at the yearly rate
1 We will add the balance of this current year to your membershigup to 4 months FREE)
1 Pay the members fee for the Law Seminar $35.00

As with all online courses, there is a test to show you studied the course and not just purchased it.
Passage of the test requires a 70% or better passing grade on 15 questions
Upon pasage you will receive your 3 hour course completion CT Law Certificate

= =4 A

Benefits of our online courses
Save money 1 Save travel expenses
Save travel time 9 Take the courses at your leasu

= =

uschamber...magazine

FROM THE IRS: FIVE FACTS ABOUT THE HOME OFFICE DEDUCTION

With technology making it easier than ever for people to operate a business out of their house, many taxpayers,
entrepreneurs, and small businesspeople may be able to take a home office deduction when filing their 2009 fed
return next year.


http://www.uschambermagazine.com/content/default.htm
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Here are five important things the IRS wants you to know about claiming the home office deduction.

1. Generally, in order to claim a business deduction for your home, you must use part of your home exclusively &
regularly as your principal place of busss or as a place to meet or deal with patients, clients, or customers in the

normal course of your business. In the case of a separate structure which is not attached to your home, it must k
in connection with your trade or business. For certairage use, rental use, or dayetaeility use, you are required to
use the property regularly but not exclusively.

2. Generally, the amount you can deduct depends on the percentage of your home that you used for business. Y
deduction for certain expees will be limited if your gross income from your business is less than your total busine
expenses.

3. There are special rules for qualified daycare providers and for persons storing business inventory or product s

4. If you are sefemployed, us€&orm 8829, Expenses for Business Use of Your Home, to figure your home office
deduction. Report the deduction on line 30 of Schedule C, Form 1040.

5. Different rules apply to claiming the home office deduction if you are an employee. For example,|lé@nanegu
exclusive business use must be for the convenience of your employer.

For more information see IRS Publication 587, Business Use of Your Home, available on IRS.gov or by calling 8
TAX-FORM (8006829-3676).

Independent Analysis Shows Granite Countertops
Pose No Health Risk

First published, pearviewed studies of the impact of emissions figranite countertops on human exposure find
granite safe for indoor use

CLEVELAND, Aug. 31 /PRNewswire- Two new stidies published in thecientifically peerreviewed Journal of
Exposure Science arthvironmental Epidemiology show that granite used in countertops posasgon or radiation
threat to consumers.

"Based on the results of our research, we diddesttify any slabs ofranite intended for sale as countertop that woul
produce exposurdhat exceed heaklprotective limits or background levels commonly foumdéhe environment,” said
Dr. Joseph G. Allen, of Environmental HealthE&gineering, Inc.a principal investigator in both studies.

The science behind the studies was rigorously reviewed by indepacdsriists at the request of the Journal to ensul
the studies are valignd used appropriate scientific methodology. Statements made byafrgr@anite countertops
have not undergone this peewiew process.

The studies, published in the August 26, 2009 online issue dbthraal, conclude:
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1 The market shareeighted average concentration of radon in indooattributable to emissionsoim granite
countertops was estimated to be about 400 times lower than the action level recommended by the EPA.

1 Typical granite stones are likely to be a minor source of Radiation dose when used as a countertop mater
within the home and present a rigtle risk to human health.

Critics of granite have suggested that granite countertopsspgpsicant health risks. However, after a year of
claiming to havescientific proof, no study has been published by a scientific,
peerreviewed journal thadlemonstrates a meaningful environmemtglosure resulting from granite countertops.

"We have repeatedly asked critics to share their specific findingsusiitko that we can determine if any real risk
exists," said Guid&liori, president of the Marblinstitute of America, the nation'sading natural stone trade
organization. "Some have simply rejected mguests, others have said they will share findings once their sandies
published. In the meantime, Environmental Health & Engineeamgluctedan independent assessment of granite the
went throughrigorous scientific peer review and now has been published. Meanwalte, still waiting for critics to
share any real information."”

The abstracts of the two studies, "Assessing exposure to graaiteertops part 1: Radiation" (Journal of Exposure
Science an@&nvironmentbEpidemiology [26 August 2009)0i:10.1038/jes.2009.44) aridssessing exposure to
granite countertopspart 2: Radon" (Journal &xposure Science and Environmental Epidengpl26 August 2009]
doi:10.1038/jes.2009.43) are availabld&@p://www.marbleinstitute.com/the Marble Institute of Americagebsite,
with links to the Journal's websiteitp://www.nature.com/jes/index.html

The Journal will publish the studies in its printed version laterytas.

The Marble Institute of America is the nation's leading natural stade organization. It hdseen a leader in the
industry's efforts tamprove the safe handling and processing of stone.

Source: The Marble Institute of America

CONTACT: Rhena Wallace, Cohn & Wolfe, -2112-537-8014,
Rhena.Wallace@cohnwolfe.com

Special thanks to Lynn Hudak at CT DPH for providing this article.

Web Site: http://www.marbleinstitute.com/

Ask the :
Builder

C
\

By. Nationally Syndicated News-
paper Columnist, TIM CARTER

buila

Settlement Cracks or Shrinkage
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By Tim Carter
©19932009 Tim Carter

Summary:Settlement cracks can occur in a concretedation wall or concrete slab shortly after being poured. But
most concrete cracks are caused by shrinkage. Soil quality, footer design and steel reinforcements can all help
cracks.

| can't tell you how many thousands of times | have heard @aneweowner complain about settlement cracks. They
seem to think the cracks that often develop early in the life of a new home occur becautieethelwse is sinking

into the ground. In certain cases, this absolutely can happen. Several years ago | testified as an expert witness i
proceeding where a house had been built over uncompacted fill dirt that was placed over trees and athadelmigan
The cracks that were tearing the house into several parts were indeed settlement cracks.

But 99 times out of 100, the cracks that you might see in a foundation waliceete slab or in floors, walls,

ceilings, ceramic tile grout, etc. are shrinkage cradgkster is an ingredient of many building materials. It can be a
natural ingredient as in the case of wood, or it can be added in the manufacturing process much like milk is adde
powder when making pancake batter. When this water evaporates from thelphélass in volume can create a
tension or tearing force within the building material.

To prevent real settlement cracks in your new home, you need to be somewhat proactive. In almost all areas of 1
nation, building inspectors are responsible fonda visual inspection of the soil just before the foundation footer is
poured. A trained inspector can often see or smell soil that may not be strong enough to support the weight of th
home. But in the case | testified in, the fill soil brought ithi® building site looked fine. It appeared to be compacted
sufficiently. But underneath the thin layer of gdodking soil trouble was lurking. Building inspectors are not
expected to do extensive laboratory soil testing. They, as well as you, can itefjtlestsoil seems suspect.

Before you buy a lot, ask to see the before and after topographic maps of the subdivision. If you study these maj
can see if the lot you are thinking of buying is one that contains fill dirt or one where dirt was réonbi@dan
adjacent lot or two. Buying a lot that contains no fill dirt is the first step to prevent settlement cracks. It is neguar
but at least you remove poorly compacted fill dirt from the equation.

Your local county agricultural agent malg@have a free soil map for the asking. These invaluable often classify
countless soil characteristics. One of them happens to be exatraggth. The soil map legend will help you identify
weak soils and ones that are well suited to build upon. You do not have to have a degree in geology to understal
maps. They are frequently very ugagendly.

Once you are sure you are buildingon a satisfactory soil, you need to make sure the footer and foundation will nc
budge under the weight of the home. The footer is perhaps the most fundamental aspecteofcindation. It is a
structural element not much different than a beam or a column. A footer's job is disperse the weight of the entire
structure over a wide area. It is no different than the hard rubber pads you placsafa or piano legs to minimize
the imprint they might otherwise make on a hardwood or carpeted floor. If you simply poured a narrow foundatiol
on most soils without the support of a footer, the foundation wall would sink into the soil like e gxpéprer in
quicksand.

Footer design is critical. Localilding codes may state a minimum width and thickness, but more is obviously bett
A ten inch thick footer that is 24 or 28 inches wide is superb in most cases. The footer must contain a minimum ¢
continuous steel rods that are surrounded by theavetrete. | prefer to use bars that are at least 5/8 inch in diamete
Keep in mind that the concrete used to pour the footer is available in different strengths. It costs just a little bit m

12


http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml
http://www.askthebuilder.com/NH017_-_Are_They_Shrinkage_or_Settlement_Cracks_.shtml

—

money to add strength. Spec8,000 pounds per square inch(psi) at a bare minimum. If you can afford 3,500 psi
concrete for the footer, order or specify it.

Your foundation walls act as giant beams when they are placed on the footer. If you are planning for a full basen
they alsado double duty as retaining walls. To prevent cracks, be sure you use similar strength concrete as in the
footers. The foundation walls must also get thicker as the walls get taller. Eight inch thick walls are fine where th
may only have 5 or 6 feet &fl dirt up against them, but if you have more, | would specify a ten inch thick wall.

Steel reinforcing is also important in foundation walls. Typically, a builder might place two rows of steel in the low
and upper portion of the wall. If you want keipproof concrete walls that will stand the test of time, give serious
consideration to extra horizontal steel as well as vertical steel bars that lock into the footer and continue up into t
of the foundation wall. Vertical steel bars help preventzootal cracks in the foundation walls.

& assured

Field Tests for Chinese Drywall

By Edward A. Sobek, Ph.D.

To date, | am not aware of any valid fieést for Chinese drywall. | am bringirigis up because | receimeimerous
callsfrom home owners with questions ab@l¥ Chinese drywall testpurchased fronmternet sites. Most test kits
are modificatiorof the standard hydrogen sulfide tkis that are were designed for water testing.

A piece of drywall is placeih a bottle water is added, and an AH&eltzertable is droppediioy es it 6 s t |
Alka-Seltzer that is guaranteedtocalmh o s e | at e n i drhetbottes$ cappédimmediateli. tnshe cap is
ahole with an indicator paper. The ideaasd it works fine for water, that the carbdioxide in the AlkaSeltzer is
released andill drive the hydrogen sulfide (H2S) frothe water into the gas phase andtbubugh the indicator

filter. If the filter turns brown the water contains hydrogeitfide. Again this test is perfectly acceptatdewater but
does not work for Chinesirywall. The most probable explanaticare that any hydrogen sulfide presienthe

drywall is either below the tests detectiomits (1,000 ppm) omost likelythe sulfir is bound in another form other
than hydrogen disulfide.

The second most common field test thaiusthere is the pH test. The test kit usuatiptains some colored indicator
papersdistilled water and a chart with pkhlues. The paint is scrappldck to exposthe drywall surface, the drywall
is wetted with the distilled water and the indicgbaper is dipped onto the wet drywdlhe color of the indicator
paper iscompared to the pH chart to determihe pH value.

This test relates to theadthat the sulfide compounds in the drywalé mixing with water and forming sulfuracid
(H2S04). That may be happening, betng pH to test drywall has fatal fléwthe buffering capacity drywall. Drywall
is composed mainly of calcium sulfai€aS0O4)which has neutral pH. Try t@call the high school chemistry lesson
on chemical buffers. Remember that in firesence of a buffer the pH of the solutatranges very little when an acid
or base imdded. Likewise, if water is added to drywak calcium sulfate buffers that solutiothus preventing
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dramatic changes jpH. In other word, if Chinese drywalhemistry forming sulfuric acid the calciwulfate that
makes up the drywaltleutralizes it and the test would read failsgative.

Internet Buyr Beware. The best testsdate are laboratory tests like FTIR coupi¢h the skills of an experienced

professionainspector. An inspector who is experien@eddentifying the signs ansymptoms of defective Chinese
drywall isinvaluable

www.assuredbio.com

Imagine if this lower level was adopted by the US EPA
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)

LAUNCHES NEW ATTACK ON LUNG CANCER

ST. LOUIS (9/21/2009) In simultaneous releases published arounddgiode today, the World Health Organization
(WHO) called for stronger action against indoor radon, the leading cause of lung cancer among U.S. and Canad
smokers.

The central WKD recommendation is to lower radon gas levels bytbind below the current U.S. guidandéne
lower WHO action level doubles the number of U.S. homes needing radon control systems from 8 million to 151

According to Bill Angell, President of themerican Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists (AARST),

"The WHO recommendations more strongly emphasize the importance of radon testing by all home owners anc
buyers and reduction of high concentrations of the radioactive gas."

Spe&ing from the 2009 International Radon Symposium, Angell adds, "The World Health Organization's strong:
is based upon new evidence of the risk posed by toxic radon." The new WHO Handbook on Indoor Radon: A F
Health Perspective lists the consensiscientists from more than 30 countries that radon in homes is responsible

about one of every seven lung cancer deaths in countries such as the U.S.
Over 21,000 Americans die each year from radon induced lung cancer.
In the handbook, WHO recommes a threshold of action of 2.7 picocuries per liter (pCi/L), a measure of radioactiv

The new threshold contrasts with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) level of 4 pCi/L; an action I
that has been in place for 40 years.

In addition to testing, the WHO handbook notes that indoor radon is the result of the way we design and build h
Thus, WHO places clear responsibility for radon exposure on architects, builders, and real estate professional
urges radon control systein new homes and testing homes for sale.

Elevated indoor radon may be inexpensively fixed or prevented through radon control systems installed by certi
licensed radon professionals.
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For more information:
WHO Handbook on Indoor Radon:PPublic Health Perspective
http://www.who.int/ionizing_radi@on/env/radon/en/index1.html
WHO Radon Webpage http://www.who.int/ionizing_@thn/env/radon/en/index.html
American Association of Radon Scientists and Tetiists http://www.aarst.org
U.S.Environmental Protection Agenc¢ytp://www.epa.gov/radon/

News Release

U.S.Environmental Protection Agency
New EnglandRegional Office
For Release: September 17, 2009

Contact Paula Ballentine, 619181027

Connecticut Oil Company Pays Fine for Clean Water Violations

(Bostord September 17, 2009) A West Hartfordoil company has agreed to pay a fine of $30,000 for violating the
federal Clean Water Act (CWA).

During oil deliveries in late 2007, Viking Oil Company pumped oil from an oil delivery truck into a monitoring well
rather than into the underground storage tank used for heatingsodl.result, oil was discharged into the environmen
causing a visibleil sheen to appear in waters of a wetland in close proximity to one of their clidrgil sheen was
also seen on a tributary of Rattlesnake Brook, a perennial stream that flows into the FarmingtonRiver.

The Connecticut Department of Environmerabtection (CT DEP) was the first to respond after the initial report of
oil sheen. Vikingbés insurance carrier immediately
The team was able to contain most of the oil before it edtigre wetlands or waterway$o date, the insurance
company has spent over one million dollars intercepting the remaining oil and remediating the wé&tiands.
remaining cleanup activities are being completed w

Although the oilimpacted the vegetation and soil in the area, there were no signs that wildlife was harmed or
threatened as a result of the spill. In addition, CT DEP determined that all of the closest drinking water wells wer
uphill from the affected area and that theses no indication of well water contamination.

More information:
EPA's enforcement of the Clean Water Act in New Englan@pa.gov/regionl/enforcement/watervention of olil
spills(www.epa.gov/emergencies/content/spcc/index.hym

News Release
U.S.Environmental Protection Agency
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New EnglandRegional Office
September 15, 2009

Contact: Paula Ballentine, (617) 91827
ConnecticutHealth Care Facility Pays Fine for PCB Violations

(Boston, Mass.Sept. 15, 2009) A Wallingford, Conn. health care facility has paid a $26,600 fine for violating
federal regulations covering the labeling and disposal of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBSs).

According to EPA, Masonicare Corp. improperly disposed of PCBs from two transformers througty/lgaikage of
PCB transformer oil onto transformer cabinets, the concrete pads that the transformers stood on, and the nearby
ground. Masonicare also failed to properly register and label both PCB transformers.

Masonicare has since sent the two PCBgfarmers to a disposal facility authorized for PCB waste and has comple
remedial work on the contaminated soil.

PCBs are persistent in the environment and are suspected carcinogens. Exposure to PCBs can cause liver prot
skin rashes.

News Release
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
New England Regional Office

September 22, 2009

Contact: Paula Ballentine, 68181027

Connecticut Holding Company Faces Fines for PCB Violations

(Boston, Massi. September 22, 2009)The owner of an inoperative Bridgeport, Conn. brass facility faces a penalty
up to $37,500 per day per violation for violating federal regulations covering the disposal, use, storage, and mar}
violations of polghlorinated biphenyls (PCBSs).

The Fairfieldbased Connecticut Transfer Company (CTC) owns the former Bridgeport Brass Company (BBC) fac
at 560 North Washington Avenue in Bridgeport, Connecticut. In 2008, CTC hired a waste transporter to pump ou
wagde oil from an electrical transformer andtwod® | | on drums | ocated at the f
with waste oil from other companies by the waste transporter and sent for recycling an oil disposal and recycling
company in New York, calledhé Norlite Corporation. Norlite discovered that the combined shipment of waste oil
contained a high concentration of PCBs and rejected the shipment, as it was not permitted to reuse waste oil cot
PCBs. Norlite then notified the New York State Depamt of Environmental Conservation (NY DEC). After tracking
down the origins of the shipment, NY DEC notified the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (CT
DEP) of the attempted delivery of P@Bntaminated oil to Norlite.

Bridgeport UnitedRecycling Corp. (BUR), the company hired by CTC to pick up and deliver the oil to the Norlite
facility, reported to CT DEP that it believed that the source of the contaminated oil came from 883 gallons of was
that it had picked up from the BBC fatyli

This information prompted CT DEP to inspect the BBC facility for compliance with TSCA and PCB regulations. T
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inspection revealed several federal violations, including the improper disposal of PCBs via two spilled or leaking
transformers; and faife to comply with various use, storage and marking requirements by not labeling a PCB
transformer, not labeling PCB storage areas and not meeting various PCB storage and dating requirements.

CTC is currently developing a PCB cleanup plan to remedy thelsgtions and come into compliancetivirSCA and
PCB requirement$2CBs are persistent in the environment and are suspected carcinogens. Exposure to PCBs ca
liver problems and skin rashes.

More information:

Appropriate ways to manage PCBs (epa/gegion01/enforcement/tsca/index.html#pchb)

Basic information on PCBs (epa.gov/pch)

News Release
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
New England Regional Office

September 22, 2009

Contact: Dave Deegan, (619181017
Waste company in Bridgeport, Conn.. Pays $26,000 for Environmental Violations

(Bostord September 22, 2009) A Bridgeport, Conn. company that treats, stores and disposes of toxic waste has
$26,000 to settle claims by EPA that it violated fatlezgulations covering the storage and handling of
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBSs).

Bridgeport United Recycling was charged with misidentifying 5,000 gallons of waste containing PCBs that it pick
in April 2007 from the former site of the Bridgep&rass Company in Bridgeport at the request of Connecticut
Transfer Company

EPA claimed that Bridgeport United violated the Toxic Substance Control Act and PCB regulations by failing to
comply with all of the requirements for PCB waste manifests wrarnigped the waste for recycling. Specifically, the
company failed to: identify the waste material as PCB waste; list the weight of the waste in kilograms; and indica
earliest date of removal from service for disposal.

According to EPA, a Bridgepbtnited vacuum truck in April picked up 883 gallons of waste material from two 55
gallon drums and a transformer.. Two weeks earlier, the company had a sample of the waste tested and did not
the presence of PCBs. After leaving the site, the truattenpickups at three other companies before returning to its
recycling facility with 3,317 gallons of waste. The mixed waste from the truck was again analyzed and again PCE
were not detected.

The company Atopped of f 0 tcasifosa tdtad veoldmewfi5000 galcnsaf veastd ancoon
April 2 shipped the mix to Norlite, a hazardous waste treatment and recovery facility in Cohoes, NY, to use as fu
Norlite, which is not permitted to reuse oil containing PCBs, analyzed the matetitdund a PCB concentration of
2,006 parts per million. The company notified Bridgeport United of its findings and sent the waste back.
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Bridgeport United, which is owned by United Oil Recovery, eventually determined that the waste indeed was hig|
contaminated with PCBs and shipped it for disposal to Clean Harbors Deer Park, an approved PCB disposal faci
Texas.

In February 2008, Bridgeport United and United Oil agreed to pay a combined $325,000 in civil penalties for alle:
violations of RQRA in settlement of a suit filed in 2003 by the Department of Justice and EPA. As part of the
settlement, Bridgeport United also agreed to automate and upgrade the device that controls organic air emissior
facility, including installation of highevel alarms, automatic switching of the carbon beds, and increasing the
operational rate of the blower.

PCBs are persistent in the environment and are suspected carcinogens. Exposure to PCBs ivan gankderhs and
skin rashes.

More information:

Appropriate ways to manage PCBs (epa.gov/region0l/enforcement/tsca/index.html#pcb)

Basic information on PCBs (epa.gov/pch)

EPA Releases List of Priority Drinking Water Contaminants

for Regulatory Consideration
Selections based upon extensive external input

WASHINGTON -EPA is releasing its third list of drinking water contaminants that are known or anticipated to oc
in public water systems and may require regula® will continue to evaluate and collecttd on the contaminants,
and determine by 2013 for some of them whether or not to propose drinking water regulations.

The contaminant candidate list (CCL 3) includ@g chemical contaminants or groups and 12 microbes. Among the
arecontaminants, pestides, disinfection byproducts, pharmaceuticals, chemicals used in commerce, waterborne
pathogens and algal toxilsh e agencyodés selection of the contamin
and is based on substantial expert input and re@ndations from different groups including stakeholders, the
National Research Council and the National Drinking Water Advisory Council.

EPA will make regulatory determinations for at least five contaminants in accordance with the Safe Drinking Wat

Act. For those CCL 3 contaminants that lack sufficient information for a regulatory determination by 2013, EPA w
encourage research to provide the information needed.

The agency evaluated approximately 7,500 chemicals and microbes and selected 11@sdodttatfinal list based
on their potential to pose health risks through drinking water exposure.

The agency considered the best available health effects and occurrence data and information to evaluate unregt
contaminants.

A draft CCL 3 was published for review and comment on February 21, 2008. EPA reviewed and analyzed the
information provided in the comments in developing the final CCL 3.

More informationon the contaminant candidate listtp://www.epa.gov/safewater/ccl
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Visit our web site to apply or download a membership application
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1 Inspector membership with no State requirements is only $140
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Join Today!
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